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PREFACE. 



A MAJOBITY of the cliildren of a com- 
mtmity or of a state enjoy only tlie oppor- 
tunities aflforded by common schools be- 
fore entering upon tbe duties of real life; 
and equally true is it, that this majority, 
who wield so mighty an influence over a 
state or nation, almost invariably leave the 
school-room and enter the various pursuits 
of life with but little or no knowledge of the 
practical principles that underlie the work- 
ings of all ordinary business transactions, 
and much more,- of the government of the 
state or nation. In this respect, it is to be 
regretted that our common schools have not 
heretofore been more thoroughly practical- 
most teachers having never been taught, 
and, having no text-book from which to teach, 
have passed over this important matter. 

(7) 
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though convinced that their pupils cannot 
be prepared for independent thought and 
action in any direction until they first learn 
it out of the school-room. 

Now this little volume is intended to sup- 
ply the deficiency which has heretofore ex- 
isted in this direction, in our school system ; 
and, instead of placing before the learner a 
large volume of confased matter, beyond the 
reach of his comprehension, the author has 
endeavored to suit it to his capacity, as well 
as to the capacity of the teacher, and is hopeful 
that it may be at once interesting and the 
means of inaugurating a system of business 
education. 

In conclusion, the author desires to make 
acknowledgment of the valuable services ren- 
dered by Cornell Crysler, Esq., in the prepay 
ration of this work. 

E.R H. 

MARCSLLUi^ N. T* 
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SECTION I. 

CIVIL DIVISIONS. 

How is the state of New York divided for dvil 
and municipal purposes?* 

Into counties, towns, cities, and villages. 

How for judicial and representative purposes ? 
Into districts. 

How for school purposes ? 
Into school districts. 

How are school districts erected by law ? 
The power to alter, annul, and form new 
districts lies with the school commissioners. 



* Although the questions refer to the State of New York, they 
apply to most oilier states of the Union. 

(U) 
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What officers are to be elected in each school district ? 
A district clerk, one (or three*) trustee, a 
collector, and a librarian. 

To what pay are school district officers entitled ? 

To none, except the collector, who receives 
one per cent, on all sums of money paid before 
the expiration of fourteen days after receiving 
his warrant, and five per cent, on all sums 
collected after fourteen days, and, in case of 
a levy and sale, travelling fees at the rate of 
six cents per mile, to be computed from the 
school-house in his district. 

For how long a time are school district officers elected ? 

For one year, except where there are three 
trustees, when they (the trustees) are elected 
for a term of three years. 

What are the duties of the collector ? 
To obey the directions contained in his war- 
rant. See Code of Public Instruction, p. 291. 

What are some of the dnties of tmsteos ? 

To see to the property of the district, hire 
teachers, make out taxes, and keep the school- 
house in repair. 

* As the district shall detenaine. 
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Where may the duties of trustees be found in full ? 
In the Code of Public Instruction, p. 341. 

What are the duties of the district clerk ? 

To keep a record of the proceedings of the 
district meetings, and to preserve all books 
and papers belonging to the clerk. 

Where may his full duties be found ? 
On p. 240 in the Code of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

What duties are required of the librarian? 

To take charge of the books belonging to 
the district, and report their number and 
condition to the trustees. 

Where may the duties of the librarian be found in 
fuU? 

In the Code of Public Instruction, p. 328. 

Where may be found the regulations concerning 
the use of books in district libraries, as prescribed by 
the superintendent of public instruction ? 

In the Code of Public Instruction, p. 331. 

Can the offices of trustee and librarian be held by 
the same person ? 

They can not. 
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SECTION II. 

VILLAGES AND CITIES. 

What is an incorporated village ? 

It is a collection of houses and inhabitants, 
holding a charter from the state, and having 
power to make local laws. 

What are its officers ? 

A board of five trustees, one of whom they 
elect as president ; a clerk; three assessors ; a 
collector; a pound-master; a treasurer; fire 
wardens, not exceeding five; and three street 
commissioners, when such villa^ shall be a 
separate road district. 

Must such officers take and subscribe the constitu- 
tional oath of office ? 

They must, and file the same with the clerk 
of such village, within ten days after notice 
of his election. 

How long is their term of office ? 
One year. 

What are the general duties of the trustees? 

To provide for the care of public property ; 
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to see that tlie village officers perfonn their 
duties ; to fix the compensation of the officers. 
They also make by-laws for the regulation of 
the village. 

What compensation do they receive ? 
They do not receive pay. 

What are the general duties of derk ? 

He shall have the custody of records, books, 
and papers of such village, attend all meet- 
ings of the trustees, and record the proceed- 
ings, file all papers, record all matters which 
he shall be required to record, attend all meet- 
ings of the electors of such village, and keep 
poll-list, and perform such other duties as shall 
be lawfully imposed on him by the by-laws. 

How is he paid ? 

His compensation is to be fixed by the 
by-laws of such village, which shall not ex- 
ceed the compensation allowed to the town 
clerk for similar services. 

What are the general duties of assessors ? 

They shall assess all sums of money to be 
raised by tax in such village, in the same 
manner, as nearly as practicable, as town 
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assessors, and they shall deliver the same to 
the trustees of such village within sixty days 
after the meeting at which such tox was 
directed to be raised. 

How are they paid ? 

They shall receive a compensation to be 
fixed by the by-laws of such village, which 
shall not exceed the compensation allowed to 
town assessors for similar services. 

What are the duties of collector ? 

He shall execute to such village, by its cor- 
porate name, and deliver to the trustees 
thereof, a bond, with sureties approved by 
them, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of his official duties ; he shall collect all 
sums of money required of him to collect, 
and pay over the same to the treasurer of 
fluch vUlage, and make a written return of 
his warrant to the trustees. 

How is he paid ? 

He shall receive a compensation, to be fixed 
by the by-laws of such village, which shall 
not exceed the compensation of the town col- 
lector for similar services. 
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What are the general duties of pound-master ? 

To restrain all animals which he shall find 
going at large in such village, in violation of 
the by-laws thereof, and keep them in his 
custody until they shall be disposed of accord- 
ing to law. 

How is he paid ? 

He is paid by fees, and also receives a 
reasonable compensation for feeding such 
animals. 

What are the general duties of treasurer ? 

To execute a bond to such village by its 
corporate name, with sureties to be approved 
by the board of trustees, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his official duties. He 
shall receive, and safely keep and pay out, all 
moneys belonging to such yillage, and keep 
account of the same, and preserve all vouchers 
filed in his office, and exhibit the same with 
his book of accounts at every annual meeting 
of the electors of such village, and at every 
special meeting when required to do so bj 
any trustee. 

How is he paid ? 

He shall receive such compensation as it 
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fixed by the by-laws of tlie village, which 
compensation shall not exceed the compensa- 
tion of the county treasurer for similar ser- 
vices. 

What are the general duties of fire wardens ? 

From time to time to examine the appara- 
tus for extinguishing fires in such viUage, and 
report their condition to the trustees ; attend 
fires, and give directions in respect to the 
manner of extinguishing the same ; and they 
may, in. the day-time, enter any building in 
which there shall be a fire-place, stove, or 
stove-pipe, for the purpose of examining the 
same, or upon any premises where ashes are 
kept ; and if they shall find any fire-place, 
stove, stove-pipe, or place for keeping ashes, 
unsafe, they shall report the same to the trus- 
tees. 

Are they entitled to any compensation ? ,. 

: They are not. 

What are the general duties of street commission- 
ers? 

They shall, under the direction of the trus- 
tees, superintend the making and repairing 
of side- walks, the expenditure upon the streets 



VILLAGES AND CITIES. 19 

of sucli village of the money raised for that 
purpose, and they shall perform the duties of 
the overseers of highways in such village. 

How are they paid ? 

They shall receive such compensation as 
shall be fixed by the by-laws of such village, 
not exceeding the compensation allowed to 
overseers of highways. 

Are there any other officers belongmg to a village ? 

The foregoing are those provided by stat- 
ute, but others may be elected if any char- 
ter shall provide for their election. 

How are cities formed ? 

They are erected fix^m villages by an act 
of the legislature. 

How are cities divided ? 
Into wards. 

Do all cities elect the same officers? 
They do not. 

What officers do all cities elect ? 

A mayor and board of aldermen. 

For how long a term are mayors elected ? 

One year; except in New York and Al- 
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bany counties, where they are elected for a 
term of two years. 

Are the duties of mayor and other officers the same 
in all cities ? 

They are not, but are governed by their 
several charters. 

What general duties devolve upon mayors of all 
cities? 

He is the executive olKcer of the city, pre- 
sides at the meeting of the common council, 
may perform marriage ceremony, cause to be 
kept all laws made for the preservation of the 
peace, issue process for the apprehension of 
persons charged with any offence, and exam- 
ine vagrants brought before him. 

What are the duties of policemen ? 

To arrest persons upon a process and bring 

them before police justice, take charge of 

prisoners, take them to the county jail, and 

* such other duties as may devolve upon them 

jfrom the laws of the city. 

What other officers are elected in some cities? 
A derk, recorder, and marshal 

What are their general duties? 
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Their duties are peculiar to the charter and 
by-laws which create them. 

By whom are commissioners of deeds appointed ? 
The common council. 

What are their general duties? 

To take the proof and acknowledgment of ' 
conveyances of real estate, and the discharge 
of mortgages, to take the acknowledgment 
of bail in any action in the supreme court, or 
of satisfaction of judgments in the court of 
common pleas, in their own county, and per- 
form such duties as the law of the city en- 
joins. 

What is the compensation of city officers ? 
It is such as their ordinances shall deter-, 
mine. 

What are the duties of aldermen? 

They shall examine beggars and vagrants 
brought before them, and cause to be kept 
all laws for the preservation of the peace; 
they have power and they issue process for 
the apprehension of persons charged with 
crime. 

What body do the mayor and aldermen form f 
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The common council. 

What are the duties of the common conncil ? 

They form the legislative body for the 
enactment of city laws, appoint and regulate 
the police, and such other duties as may de- 
volve upon them by virtue of their charter. 

Of what does the police consist? 

A police justice, the chief of police, and 
policemen. 

What are the duties of police justice? 

To try persons brought before him charged 
with crime, and render a decision according 
to the evidence given. 

What are the duties of the chief of police ? 

He is, under the mayor, chief executive of 
the police department; he should see that 
the ordinances of the common council are 
obeyed, and have general direction of the 
police. 

Are any other officers elected in cities ? 

A supervisor is elected from each ward; 
and such others as may be required by each 
'•^"Her. 
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SECTION III. 

TOWKS. 

How are towns erected ? 

By the legislature, until 1849, wlien power 
was given to the several boards of super, 
visors, except in New York county, by a 
vote of all the members elected, to divide or 
alter the bounds of any town, or erect new 
ones when such division does not place parts 
of the same town in more than one assembly 
district. 

Where are the survey and map of alteration or erec- 
tion filed ? 

In the office of the secretary of state. 

What officers are elected in each town not excepted 
by statute ? 

A supervisor, town clerk, three assessors, a 
collector, one (or three*) commissioner of 
highways, four justices of the peace, con- 
stables not exceeding five, one (or two*) 
overseer of the poor, a sealer of weights and 
measures, two inspectors of election, one over- 
seer of highways in each road district, and as 
many pound-masters as the electors shall de- 
termine. 

<* Ai the electors may determine. 
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How are town officers elected ? 

The supervisor, town clerk, assessors, col- 
lector, overseers of the poor, commissioners of 
highways, and constables shall be elected bj 
ballot. 

How shall the remainder be chosen ? 
Either by ballot, by ayes and noes, or by 
the rising or the dividing of the electors. 

For how long a term are town officers elected ? 

The assessors and highway commissioners* 
are elected for three years, the justices of the 
peace for four years, and all others for one year. 

How are town officers paid ? 
By fees, or a per diem allowance for the 
time employed. 

What are some of the general duties of supervisors ? 

To receive and disburse the school and 
certain town moneys ; to sue for certain pen- 
alties given to his town; to keep account 
of moneys received and disbursed by him ; 
to account annually to justices and town 
clerk ; to attend meetings of the board of 

^ Where there is but one highway oommissioner, he is elected 
br one jeat. 
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supervisors of his county ; to receive acts to 
be laid before the board ; to lay before the 
board of supervisors copies of entries re- 
ceived from the town clerk ; to cause survey 
and map of his tovm to be made, when re- 
quired by the state engineer and surveyor, 
under a forfeiture of fifty dollars ; they also 
form the board of county canvassers. 

What are some of the general duties of town clerk ? 

To keep records, books, and papers of the 
town, and to file papers ; to record minutes 
of the proceedings of town meetings ; to de- 
liver certified copies of certain entries to the 
supervisor; to return to county clerk names 
of the constables elected in his town, under 
a fine of ten dollars ; to certify to copies of 
papers and transcripts. 

Who administers the oath of office to a justice of 
the peace ? 

The county clerk. 

When does his term commence ? 
Upon the first day of January ; unless he 
is elected to fill a vacancy. 

What are some of his powers and duties ? 

2 
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He may take acknowledgment of convey- 
ances, administer oaths, issue a process against 
others, hold courts ; he must meet with the 
town board to audit town accounts, and at- 
tend town meeting; and one of their number 
must preside and keep order. 

What oflGicers compose the town board ? 
The supervisor, town clerk, and justices of 
the peace. 

How is the justice paid ? 
By fees. 

What is his jurisdiction f 

His territorial jurisdiction extends through- 
out the county for which he is elected, but 
he must reside in the town for which he is 
chosen ; and some of the parties, when resi- 
dents of the county, must reside in the same 
or adjoining town with the justice, and must 
not be related within the ninth degree of 
consanguinity or affinity ; and the recovery 
must not exceed one hundred dollars. 

What are the general duties of assessor P 

They may divide the town into convenient 
assessment districts; and between the first 



I 
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days of May and July in each year shall, by 
inquiry, ascertain the names of all the taxa- 

I ble inhabitants in the town, and the taxable 

I property, real or personal, within the same. 
They shall prepare an assessment roll, in 
which they shall set down in four separate 
columns, as follows : 

I In the first column, the names of all the 

I taxable inhabitants in the town. 

In the second, the quantity of land to be 

' taxed to each person. 

In the third, the fiill value of such land. 

} In the fourth, the full value of all the tax- 

able personal property owned by such per- 

! sons, after deducting the just debts owing to 
them. 

They may, if they deem it necessary, direct 
a survey of non-resident lands. 
They shall complete their roll on or before 

I the first day of August in each year ; and, upon 
its completion, they shall post notices in three 
or more public places, stating that they have 
completed their assessment, and that a copy 
of it is in possession of one of the assessors, 
where it can be examined until the third 
Tuesday of August 
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What may a person do if lie considers tbe assess- 
ment of his property greater than its real value ? 

He can appear before the assessors upon 
the third Tuesday of August, and be heard 
by them, showing cause why he should not 
be thus assessed. 

What are some of the duties of the commissioners 
of highways? 

They have the care of highways and bridges, 
direct repairs, regulate roads laid out and 
lay o^t new ones, alter them, direct roads 
used twenty years without record to be re- 
corded, keep bridges in repair, divide towns 
into road districts, assign inhabitants to each 
district, require overseers to warn when they 
think proper, account to the town board, de- 
liver a statement of necessary improvements, 
cause mile-stones to be erected, cause guide- 
posts to be erected on post roads, and shall 
forfeit ten dollars for refusing to prosecute 
overseers. 

Under whose care are roads and bridges, more im- 
mediately ? 

An overseer of highways. 
What are his general duties 7 
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To notify persons, liable to appear upon 
the road, to work their tax, to see that the 
taxes are faithfully worked, to keep roads in 
good condition, to report to one of the com- 
missioners just previous to town meeting a 
faithful acctount of the work performed in his 
district. 

How many road districts may there be in a town ? 

As many as the commissioners of highways 
determine. 

From whom do the overseers receive tax lists ? 
The commissioners of highways. 

Do they receive pay ? 
They do not. 

What are the duties of overseer of the poor ? 
To provide for the support of indigent per- 
sons. 

How many constables may any town elect ? 
Any number not exceeding five. 

What are their powers and duties ? 

To serve process, to make arrests, to take 
charge of criminals and bring them to court, 
to attend higher courts upon the order of the 
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slieri£^ and to lodge persons in jail wlien 
sentence shall have been passed. 

What is necessary before the collector can enter 
upon the execution of his duties ? 

He must execute a bond. 

What are its conditions ? 

It must be to the supervisor of the town, 
with one or more sureties approved of by the 
supervisor, in double the amount to be col- 
lected, and for the faithfiil execution of his 
duties. 

Suppose he fail to execute a bond within the proper 
time? 

The office shall be deemed vacant. 

How may the vacancy be filled ? 
The supervisor and any two justices may 
appoint. 

What are some of his duties ? 

To obey the directions contained in his 
warrant, and immediately on the receipt of 
the warrant, to post notices in five public 
places where he wUl receive taxes. 

How is he paid ? 
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He has one per cent, on all moneys that are 
paid in to him for the first thirty days after 
receiving his warrant, and five per cent, on all 
that are paid thereafter. 

How many inspectors of election does each town 
and ward elect ? 

Three. 

In what manner are they elected ? 

Each party places in nomination two candi- 
dates, and the two receiving the greatest 
nnmber of votes are elected, and the one 
who received the greatest number of votes of 
another party is appointed. 

What are some of their duties ? 

They are to assemble and orgapiise them- 
selves into a board by electing one of their 
number chairman, administering to each 
other the oath, duly open the polls and make 
proclamation of the same, appoint two clerks, 
administer to them the oath, receive the votes 
of the electors and deposit them in the boxes, 
at sunset to declare the polls closed, and then 
coimt the votes which each man has received, 
and report the result to the board of county 
canvassers. 
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Suppose a voter is chxdlenged ? 

The inspectors administer the oath, and if 
he swears that he is a voter he may deposit 
his vote. 

What officers constitute the board to receive votes 
at a town meeting ? 

The justices and town clerk. 

Who acts as clerk ? 
The town clerk. 

What are the duties of the town sealer. 

To see that the standards of weights and 
measures are safely kept, and to see that all 
measures brought to him agree with his 
standards. 

Where does he receive his standards ? 
From the county sealer. 

What is done in case of a failure to elect any town 
officers ? 

The justices may appoint any officers ex- 
cept supervisor, overseer of the poor, over- 
seer of the highways, and collector. 
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SECTION IV. 

COUNTIES. 

How are counties erected ? 
By the legislature. 

What are the names of the county officers ? 

Sheriff, county clerk, county treasurer, dis- 
trict attorney, superintendent of poor, loan 
commissioner, county sealer of weights and 
measures, four coroners, county judge, keeper 
of penitentiary or jail, at least one school 
commissioner for each county, and a surro- 
gate, wherever the population of the county 
exceeds forty thousand. 

How are they elected ? 

By ballot, at the general annual election, 
except county sealer of weights and measures, 
and the keeper of penitentiary or jail, who 
are appointed by the board of supervisors. 

How long do they hold their offices ? t 

The loan commissioners hold their office 
two years, the judges and surrogate four 
years, and all others for a term of three year&. 
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Can a sherLff hold any other office ? 

He can not, and is ineligible to the office 
again for three years succeeding his term of 
service. 

What are the general duties of the sheriff? 

He must file an oath of office in the county- 
clerk's office, and give a bond in the sum of 
ten thousand dollars;* he shall have custody 
of the jail of his county ; he may call out 
nulitia to aid in serving process ; he must be 
present in person or by under-sheriff at the 
drawing of jurors, and must summon the 
same ; he must execute and return process ; he 
must send to the sect^tary of state a report 
of convicts, <fec. ; he must keep an office for 
service of papers. 

Can he act as counsellor ? 
He can not. 

May he be removed from office ? 
Yes, on charges. 

By whom ? 
The governor. 

May he resign ? 



« In N. Y. county it is twenty thousand dollars. 
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He may. 

To whom? 

To the governor. 

How may a vacancy be supplied ? 
By appointment from the governor until 
the next gAeral election. 

How is the county clerk elected ? 

By the people, at the general annual elec- 
tion ; and he must reside in the county for 
vehich he is elected. 

Where must his oath of office be filed? 

In the office of the clerk of the county for 
which he is elected, on or before the fifteenth 
day of January following his election. 

Must he appoint a deputy ? 

Yes. 

For how long a term is he elected ? 
Three years, and shall act until a successor 
is chosen. 

How is he paid ? 
By fees. 

What are his general powers and duties? 
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He must procure a seal, to be used by him 
in all cases requiring his official seal ; such 
seal is to be the seal of the county court, and 
supreme court, except in New York county ; 
his office must be kept within one mile of 
the court-house, and must be kept open every 
day in the year, except Sundays and the 
fourth of July, from 9 A. M. till 12 M., and 
from 2 P. M. till 5 P. M.; he is to be clerk 
of supreme court, court of oyer and terminei', 
and circuit courts, county courts, and courts 
of sessions, except in New York ; he must 
attend the drawing of jiu-ors, and make re- 
turn of jurors ; he may take affidavits ; he 
must record conveyances and mortgages, and 
keep indexes to books on record, <fec. 

May the governor remove the clerk from office ? 
Yes, on a sufficient charge. 

How may a vacancy be supplied ? 

By appointment from the governor; but 
the consent of the senate is necessary, if in 
nession. 

Hqw i3 th^ county treasurer elected? 
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By the people, at the general annual elec- 
tion. 

For how long a term is he elected ? 
Three years, the term to commence the 
first of January. 

Mast he take an oath of office, and give a bond the 
amount to be fixed by the board of supervisors ? 

Yes, and file the same in the county clerk's 
office, the bond to be fiQ.ed by the fifteenth 
of December. 

What are his general duties? 

To receive and pay out moneys of the 
county, keep an account of receipts and ex- 
penditures, transmit annually to the comp- 
troller an account of moneys belonging to the 
state, and to exhibit his books and accounts 
to the supervisors. 

Howls he paid? 

He is to receive one half of one per cent, on 
money he receives, and one half of one per 
cent, on money he disburses, but his commis- 
sion is not to exceed five hundred dollars in 
one year. 

How xnsi,y a vacancy in office be supplied ? 
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By appointment from the board of super- 
visors till the next general election. 

How is the district attorney to be elected ? 
By the people at the general election. 

For how long a term is he elected ? 
Three years. 

Mast he reside in the county in which he is elect- 
ed? 

He must. 

May he resign ? 
He may. 

To whom ? 

To the governor. 

May another be appointed at his non-appearance at 
the proper time? 

There may. 

By whom? 
The court. 

What are the general duties of the district attorney ? 

To conduct* prosecutions in oyer and ter- 
miner, and sessions; to prosecute for penalties 
\nd forfeitures that exceed fifty dollars ; to 
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give receipts for moneys received for fines ; to 
file an account annually, and pay over moneys 
received by him to the county treasurer. 

May the partner of the district attomej act for 
defendant in any proceeding prosecuted by. the dis- 
trict attorney ? 

He may not. 

May any person who has acted as public prosecutor 
defend any proceeding in which he shall have acted 
for the people ? 

He may not. 

When is a county entitled to a surrogate ? 

When it has a population of forty thou- 
sand. 

Who performs his duties in other cases? 
The county judge. 

How is he elected ? 
By the people. 

Is it necessary that the surrogate execute a bond ? 
It is. 

With how many sureties f 

Two. ^ . 
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In what sum ? 

Ten thousand dollars in the county of New 
York, and five thousand in all other coun- 
ties. 

Who judges of the sufficiency of the sureties ? 
The county clerk. 

Where are his oath of office and bond to be re- 
corded ? 

In the office of the county clerk. 

What are some of the dntip^i of the surrogate ? 

To give bonds, receive and pay over fees, 
take proof of wills, of real and pemotfal 
property, to grant letters testamentary and 
of administration, compel return of inventory, 
revoke letters, direct payment of legacies, 
compel settlement of accounts by executors, 
administrators, and guardians, direct distri- 
bution, appoint guardians for minors, record 
wills, &c. 

By whom were loan commissioners formerly ap- 
pointed ? 

By the governor, with the consent of the 
senate. 

How do they receive their office new? 
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They axe elected by the people. 

How long do they serve ? 
For a term of two years. 

Where is their oath of office filed ? 
In the office of the comptroller. 

What are the general duties of loan commissioner? 

To receive and loan money belonging to the 
United States deposit fund, and on all money 
loaned he shall receive seven per cent, for the 
state. 

How is he paid ? 
By fees. 

At what rate ? 

Upon any sum not exceeding twenty-five 
thousand dollars, they may retain three- 
fourths of one per cent., and upon the fur- 
ther sum they may receive one-half of one 
per cent., unless it exceed fifty thousand dol- 
lars, and in the city of New York, in which 
case they shall receive but one-fom*th of one 
per cent. 

How many coroners are there in each comity? 
Four, 
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How long do they hold their office ? 
Three years. 

What are the general duties of coroners ? 

They shall inquire into all cases where per- 
sons have been slain, or mysteriously died, 
where investigation is deemed necessary; 
shall have power to call a jury, before whom 
the investigation shall be held; may issue 
subpoenas for witnesses ; and, in case the jury 
find that a murder has been committed, they 
may bind over the witnesses to appear at the 
next criminal 6ourt ; deliver to the county 
treasurer all property found upon the body 
of any deceased person upon which they 
shall have held an inquest. 

How are coroners paid ? 

By fees, except for their services in holding 
an inquest, which shall be audited by the 
boai'd of supervisors. 

How are school commissioners chosen ? 
By the people, at the general election. 

For how long a term ? 
Three years. 
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What are his general duties? 

To visit all the schools under his care as often 
as practicable ; to infonn himself upon all mat- 
ters as to their management and condition ; 
to advise and counsel district school officers ; 
to alter the bounds of a district ; to examine 
persons presenting themselves as candidates 
to teach ; to grant and annul licenses to teach ; 
to organize and conduct a teachers' institute 
as often as once in each year ; and to report 
to the superintendent of public instruction 
the condition of the schools under his care, 
and such other matter as the superintendent 
may require. 

May any commissioner act as agent for any author, 
publisher, or bookseller, during his term of office ? 

He may not ; and acting in that capacity 

shall be considered a violation of his official 

oath. 

May he resign ? 
He may. 

To whom? 

The clerk of the county. 

Who appomt the board of commissioners of ex- 
cise? 
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In the county of N. Y. the chief justice of 
the superior court, the presiding judge of the 
court of common pleas, and the recorder of 
the city ; in all other counties, the county 
judge and justices of the sessions, or a mar 
jority of them. 

Of what must this board consist ? 
Three reputable freeholders, who must be 
residents of the county. 

For how long a term are they appointed ? 
Six years. 

What are their general powers Jftid duties ? 

They shall meet, at the place where the 
county courts are required to be held, on the 
third Tuesday of May in each year, and such 
other days as a majority of the board shall 
appoint ; in the city of N. Y. they may hold 
a session of fifty days — in all other coilhties, 
not longer than ten days — ^for the purpose of 
granting licenses to persons to sell spirituous 
liquors ; they may license keepers of inns, 
taverns, or hotels, to sell liquors to drink 
upon their premises respectively ; they may 
license storekeepers to sell liquors in'quahti- 
^ less than five gallons, not to be drank on 
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their premises. In towns and incorporated 
villages they shall not receive less than 
thirty nor more than one hundred dollars, 
and in cities not less than thirty nor more 
than two hundred and fifty dollars ; the 
whole sums to be paid over to the county, 
treasurer. They may appoint a clerk for the 
time thay are in session, who, with each 
member of the board, shall receive three 
dollars per day. 

How do county sealers receive their office ? 
They are appointed by the board of super- 
visors. 

How long do they hold their office ? 
During the pleasure of the board. 

How are they paid ? 
By fees. 

How is the county judge elected ? 

By the people. 

For how long a term ? 
Four yeai's. 

How is he paid ? 

By a salary fixed by the board of super- 
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visors, which shall not be increased or dimiu- 
ished during his term of office. 

What are his general duties ? 
To hold courts of sessions, and to hear 
"appeals from justice courts. 



SECTION V. 
CHAPTER I, 

STATES. 

How are states erected ? 

From territories, hj act of congress. 

What are the requisites for the formation of new 
states ? 

It is discretionary with congress ; but this 
body must conform to sees. 3 and 4 of art. iv. 
of the constitution. 

Into what classes are the officers of the states di- 
vided ? 

Three ; representative, judicial, and execu- 
tive. ' • 

Who are the representative officers ? 
The senators, members of assembly, and 
their appointees. 

Who are the judicial officers ? 
The officers of all courts. 
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Who are the executive officers ?" 

The governor, lieutenant-governor, secre- 
tary of state, comptroller, treasurer, attorney- 
general, state engineer and surveyor, three 
bank commissioners, three canaL commission- 
ers, three state-prison inspectors, and three 
assessors. 



CHAPTER II. 

REPRESENTATIVE OFFICERS. 

By whom are the members of assembly chosen ? 
The people. 

How many are chosen in the state ? 
One hundred and twenty -eight. 

For how long a time can they draw pay ? 
Only one hundred days ; unless an extra' 
session is called. 

What are their general powers and duties f 

They may make their own rules, may judge 

of the qualifications of its members, have 

power to impeach any civil officer, have 

ower to punish or expel its members. They 
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shall assemble on the first Tuesday in Jan- 
uary, and, in connection with the senate, shall 
pass such laws as they may wish. They shall 
be privileged from arrest on civil process 
during the session, and for fourteen days pre- 
vious to the opening of the session, and they 
shall assist in the election of United States 
senators. 

What is their compensation ? 

Three dollars per day, and mileage of one 
dollar for every ten miles of travel to and 
from the capitol once. 

For how long are senators chosen f 
For a term of two years. 

How many are there in this state ? 
Thirty-two. 

What are their general powers and duties ? 
They have the same as the members of as- 
sembly. 

What other duties do they perform ? 

They are members of the court for the 
trial of impeachments, with the governor ; 
they have power to appoint all officers whose 
appointment is not otherwise provided fo~ 
8 
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May the senators or members of assembly receive 
the appointment of any civil office daring their term 
of office ? 

They may not. 

May they be elected to a seat in the United States 
senate ? 

Not during their term of office. 

What is the law respecting the time at which the 
legislature shall assemble ? 

The legislature shall assemble at the capi- 
tal, in the city of Albany, on the first Tues- 
day of January of every year. [R. S. 5th 
ed., sec. 1, title 2d, chapter 7, part 1.] 

Who calls the assembly to order ? 
The clerk of the previous session, who acts 
as presiding officer until a speaker is chosen. 

What are the general daties of the speaker ? 

In addition to the duties settled upon by 
parliamentary practice, it is his duty tAicer- 
tify to all bills passed by the house, and\he 
pay bills of the members and officers, and to 
see that the other officers of the house prompt- 
ly discharge their duty. 

By whom are the other officers sworn ? 
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The speaker. 

What is the compensation of the speaker ? 
Four dollars per day, and mileage as other 
members. 

What are the general duties of the clerk ? 

He takes the minutes, has the care of the 
records and papers, and is the disbursing offi- 
cer of the house, under the control of the 
comptroller. 

What compensation does he receive ? 

A salary of twelve hundi'ed dollars a year. 

How many deputies may he appoint ? 

Five ; an assistant, a journal derk, an en- 
grossing clerk, and two others who perform 
miscellaneous duties. 

What are the duties of the assistant clerk ? 

To perform such duties as the clerk may 
desire, and in his absence to perform his du- 
ties. 

What are the duties of the jounikl clerk ? 

To keep a record of each day's proceedings 
and read the proof of them while printing, 
to make copies of the resolutions ojflfered i^* 
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the assembly, to keep the registers of bills 
and the book of general orders, and to prop- 
erly label all papers presented. 

What is the duty of the engrossing clerk ? 

To engross all bills and resolutions ordered 
to a third reading, and see that they are 
signed by the speaker after their passage ; to 
deliver them to the clerk of the other house, 
or to the governor, and make an entry of such 
delivery. 

What are the duties of the senior deputy ? 

To keep the pay accounts of members and 
officers, and make out certificates for per diem 
mileage, and stationery. 

What is the duty of the junior deputy ? 

To have charge of all papers on file, and 
keep them conveniently arranged, and de- 
liver them to the officers or to committees. 

Under whose.directions are the deputy clerks? 
The clerk's, who may modify or interchange 
their duties at his pleasure. 

What is the compensation of the deputy clerks? 
^ix hundred dollars a year each. 
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What other officers are employed ? 

A librarian, sergeant-at-arms, postmaster, 
and each an assistant, a janitor, keeper of the 
assembly chamber, a door-keeper, and as 
i many assistants as the house or speaker shall 
deem necessary, and ten messengers author- 
ized by statute, and fifteen additional ones. 

I At whose hands do the officers receive their appoint- 

ment ? 

The clerk, sergeant-at-arms, door-keeper, and 
his first and second assistants, are elected by 
the house ; the speaker appoints the rest. 

What are the general duties of the librarian ? 
He is to have charge of the assembly li- 
I brary ; allow no book to be taken jfrom it ex- 
cept by a member, officer, or reporter of the 
legislature; he is personally responsible for 
I all books, and must see that all are returned 
I before the final adjournment, and must keep 
the rooms open from eight o'clock A. M. till 
nine o'clock P. M., or tUl the house adjourns. 

What are the duties of the sergeant-at-ai'ms ? 
I He is police officer of the house, assists in 

enforcing order, and sees that the door-keepers 
perform their duties. He has the care of the 
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printed documents of the house, distributes 
the same to membera, and directs the messen- 
gers in their duties. 

What is the business of the door-keeper? 

To guard the main entrance, admit mem- 
bers, and such others as are entitled to a seat 
by the rules of the house. He should seat spec- 
tators in a proper place, and should be in at- 
tendance on the house at least an hour before 
the commencemtent of each meeting. 

What are the duties of the postmaster? 

He transfers fipom the post-office of the 
house to the city post-office the mail matter 
of the members, having first placed his official 
seal upon it, and also brings to the post-office 
of the house the mail matter of members. 

What is the duty of the assistants, in the several 
departments? 

To perform whatever may be required of 
them by their principals. 

What is the duty of the janitor? 

To light the house when necessary, to pro- 
vide water for drinking and washing purposes. 
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to wait upon committees, and to cany books 
and stationery to and jfrom the house. 

What are the duties of the keeper of the assembly 
ohamber ? 

He is to see that the property of the house 
and of members is not disturbed ; to take all 
property left in the house into his charge ; to 
lock the desks of members in case they fail 
to do so, and return the keys to the occu- 
pants. 

What are the daties of the messengers ? 

They wait upon members in various ways, 
and obey the directions of the sergeant-at- 
arms. 

What officers does the senate appomt ? 
The same as the assembly, the lieutenant- 
governor acting as speaker of the senate. 

What officers do the senate and assembly jointly 
elect ? 

Two United States senators, and a superin^ 
tendent of public instruction. 

What are thegeiieral duties of the superintendent 
pf pablic instruction ? 

To visit as often as practicable as many of the 
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common schools, academies, and other literary^ 
institutions of the state as he may deem ex- 
pedient; to inquire into their management 
and course of instruction, and report annual- 
ly to the legislature, with such suggestions as 
may be thought best. 

What position does he hold by virtue of his office ? 
He is a regent of the university. * 

How long is his teiiu of office 7 
Three years. 

What is his salary ? 

Two thousand five hundred dollars per 
year. 

Is he allowed any assistance 7 

A deputy and not more than three clerks, 
whose aggregate salary shall not exceed three 
thousand dollars. 

When is there an enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the state taken 7 

As provided in sec. iv. of art. iii. of the 
constitution. 

Who constitute the board of equalization? 
The commissioners of the land office and 
^hree state assessors. 
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What are their general duties 7 

They shall equalize the state tax among 
the counties ; fix the amount of real and per- 
sonal property on which the state tax shall 
be levied, and they shall visit officially every 
county of the state once in two years for this 
purpose. 

How are the state assessors chosen ? 
By the governor, with the consent of the 
senate. 



How long do they serve f 
For three years. 



What is their compensation 7 

They shall each receive five dollars per day 
necessarily spent in the discharge of official 
duties and travelling expenses, board excepted, 
not exceeding three hundred dollars, the bill 
of such expenses to be rendered to the comp- 
troller in items with the affidavit of the as- 
sessor. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JUDICIARY. 

What are the members of the several courts of the 
state of New York ? 

They are the court for the trial of impeach- 
ments, court of appeals, supreme court, cir- 
cuit courts, court of oyer and terminer, county- 
courts, court of sessions, courts of special 
sessions, surrogate courts, courts of justices 
of the peace, police courts, mayors' courts of 
cities, recorders' courts of cities, superior 
court of the city of New York, court of com- 
mon pleas for the city and county of New 
York, marine court of the city of New York, 
justices' courts in the city of New York, and 
the justices' courts of cities. 

What is the jurisdiction of the courts P 
The court for the trial of impeachments, 
court of appeals, supreme^ court, circuit court, 
and oyer and terminer, have a general juris- 
diction throughout the state; the jurisdiction 
of the other courts is merely local. 
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Of what is the court for the trial of impeadiments 
composed ? 

Of the judges of the court of appeals, presi- 
dent of the senate, and senators. 

Of what is the court of appeals composed? 

Of eight judges : four elected by the people 
for the term of eight years, at a salary of 
three thousand five hundred dollars; the 
other four are taken from the judges of the su- 
preme court having the shortest time to serve. 

What power has this court ? 

It has power to reverse, modify, or affirm, 
in whole or in part, the judgment or order 
appealed from. 

How many terms of this court are held, and where ? 

There shall be four terms of this court held 
in each year at the capitol in the city of 
Albany. 

How may judgment be rendered ? 
A concurrence of five of the judges is neces- 
sary to pronounce judgment. 

How if five do not concur ? 
The case must be reheard, but no more 
than two rehearings shall be had, and then. 
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if five of the judges do not concur, the case 
shall be affirmed. 

Into how many districts is the state divided for 
supreme court purposes ? 

Eight. 

How are the supreme court judges elected, and for 
how long ? 

By the people, and for eight years. 

"^^at is their salaiy ? 

Three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Which is the presiding judge, and what is the man- 
ner of doing business ? 

The judge in each district, not in the court 
of appeals, and having the shortest time to 
serve. This court holds general terms, special 
terms, and circuit ; also court of oyer and 
terminer, which is held at the same time 
with circuit. In counties where the popu- 
lation exceeds forty thousand, there is a 
general term held as often as once in each 
year ; in other counties, as often as once in two 
years : there are at least two special terms 
in each county in every year, and two circuit 
coiuis. On the second day of January of 
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every second year there is a general term 
held at the capitol, for the purpose of ap- 
pointing general and special terms of all 
circuit courts and courts of oyer and terminer, 
of assigning business of justices, and revising 
the rules of practice. 



CHAPTER IV. 

EXEcurrvE. 

« 

How often are the governor, lieutenant-governor, 
secretary of state, comptroller, treasui'er, attorney, 
general, state engineer, and surveyor chosen ? 

Once in two years. 

By whom ? 
The people. 

What are the general duties of the governor ? 

He communicates to the legislature the 
financial condition of the state; he recom- 
mends such measures as he may deem ex- 
pedient; he has charge of the general ex- 
ecution of the laws; he may convene the 
legislature, or the senate only ; he has power 
to grant pardon for all offences except tre*^ 
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son; he has custody of the great and privy 
seals of the state, and has command of tlie 
military and naval force of the state. 

What is his salary ? 

Four thousand dollars per annum. 

What officers does he appoint with the consent of 
the senate ? 

The regents of the university, and public 
notaries. 

What are^the general duties of the regents? 

They have the care of all the incorporated 
academies, seminaries, and colleges, regulate 
the government of them, and report their 
condition annually to the legislature. 

What compensation have they ? 
None, except the secretary, who receives 
two thousand dollars per annum. 

What are the general duties of a notary public ? 

He demands acceptance and payment of 
foreign bills of exchange, of inland bills, and 
promissory notes, and protests the same for 
non-acceptance and non-payment. 

What are the general duties of the lieutenant- 
governor ? 
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He presides over the senate, is commissioner 
of tLe canal fund and land office, member of 
the canal board, trustee of the idiot asylum, 
regent of the university, trustee of the capitol 
and new state hall, and acts as governor in 
case of a vacancy occurring in that office. 

What ifi his compensation ? 
Six doUars per day. 

What are the general duties of the secretary of 
state? 

He shall have custody of all books, deeds, 
records, and papers that belong to his office ; 
provide books for recording, and record in 
them all matters belonging to the functions 
of his office ; attend legislature for the pur- 
pose of receiving bills that become laws; 
transmit to various officers copies of the 
session laws; cause the session laws to be 
bound; and administer the constitutional oath 
to the members of assembly. 

What other positions does he hold by vuiiue of his 
office? 

He is regent of the university, commissioner 
of the land office and canal ftmd, member of 
the canal board and board of state canvass- 
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era, trustee of the capitol, new state hall, 
and of the idiot asylum. 

What is his salary ? 

Two thousand five hundred dollara per 
year. 

May he employ clerks ? 
He may. 

By whom are they paid P 

By the state, to the amount of four thou- 
sand two hundred dollara per year. 

What are the general duties of the comptroller ? 

To require persons receiving public money 
to account to him, give directions concerning 
the transmission to him of public money, pay 
the expense of such transmission, cause per- 
sons presenting accounts to make oath to 
them, keep an account between the state and 
treasurer ; he is auditor of public accounts, 
except those payable from the canal and 
bank funds. 

What other positions does he hold by virtue of his 
office? 

Commissioner of the land office and canal 

funds, member of the canal board, trustee of 
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the capitol, idiot asylum, and the new state 
haU. 

What is his salary ? 

Two thousand five hundred dollars per 
year. 

What assistance is he allowed? 

A deputy, an accountant, and eleven clerks. 

What are the general duties of the state treasurer? 

He receives the state moneys, pays drafts 
on the warrants of the comptroller; he is 
auditor of the canal department, superintend- 
ent of the bank department, and the super- 
intendent of public instruction. 

What positions does he hold by vu'tue of his office? 

Commissioner of the land office and canal 
fund, member of the canal board, and board 
of state canvassers. 

What is his salary ? 

One thousand five hundred dollars per year. 

What assistance is he allowed? 

A deputy, book-keeper, and clerk. 

To what amount must he execute a bond ? 
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In the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 

How often, and to whom most he report? 
Annually, to the legislature. 

What are the general duties, of the attorney-gen- 
eral? 

To defend and prosecute all suits in whict 
the state is interested ; receive all costs in 
any actions which shall have been adjudged 
to the state ; prepare drafts for the comptrol- 
ler and surveyor-general ; attend the sessions 
of the legislature ; attend courts of oyer and 
terminer, when directed to by the governor, 
or judge of the supreme court ; keep a regis- 
ter of suits ; and he may employ additional 
counsel if necessary. 

What positions does he occupy hy virtue of his 
office? 

Commissioner of the land office and canal 
fund, member of the canal board and of the 
state canvassers, and trustee of the capitol i 
and new state hall. i 

What is his salary? 

Two thousand dollars per year. 
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What are the general duties of the state engineer 
and surveyor ? 

To superintend surveys and sales of state 
lands ; keep in his office a map of the state ; 
order a resurvey of town lines where they 
are lost ; resurvey where there is a dispute,, 
and settle the dispute ; see that the determi- 
nation be filed in the office of the secretary 
of state ; and account to the comptroller for 
all moneys received by him. 

What position does he hold by virtue of his office? 

Trustee of state hall, commissioner of the 
land office, member of the canal board, and 
board of state canvassers. 

What is his salary ? 

Two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Must he be a practical engineer ? 
He must. i 

How much is he allowed for clerk hire ? 
Any sum not exceeding fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

How many canal comndssioners in the state ? 
Three. 
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By whom are they elected, and for how long a 
term? 

By the people, and for three years, being 
so arranged that one is elected each year. 

What are their general powers and duties ? 

To make regulations determining the size 
and structure of boats and all rafts on the 
waters of the canal ; to make suitable pro- 
vision for the weighing and inspecting of 
boats; keep in repair the whole line of 
the canals, including their locking, all toll- 
houses, weighing-scales, and all offices used 
by the canals ; inquire into the conduct of 
all the subordinate officers on the canals; 
have the general care and superintendence of 
all canals in the state, and report the same 
to the legislature within twenty days of the 
commencement of its annual session. 

Must each commissioner execute a bond ? 
He must. 

In what sum ? 

Twenty thousand dollars. 

What is the salary of each ? 

"Seventeen hundred dollars per year. 
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What officers constitute the commissioners of the 
canal fund ? 

The lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, 
cx)mptroller, treasurer, and attorney-general. 

What officers constitute the canal board ? 

The commissioners of the canal fund, the 
state engineer and surveyor, and the canal 
commissioners. 

What are the general duties of the canal auditor ? 

He issues warrants for payments out of the 
canal fund ; he submits annually to its com- 
missioners a statement of the receipts and 
payments; he instructs disbursing and col- 
lecting agents ; and has the direction of the 
financial department of the canal. 

How does he receive his office ? 
By appointment. 

For how long a term ? 
Two years. 

What is his salary ? 

Two thousand five hundred dollars per 
year. 

What are the general powers and duties of stat^ 
prison inspectors ? 
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They have the superintendence of all prisons 
of the state ; they appoint all officers therein ; 
risit jointly as often as once in each year each 
state-prison ; inquire into the government of 
Bach) and make such provision for its future 
as they may think best ; investigate cases of 
improper conduct, and cause all -minor officers 
to report any matter to them respecting the 
state-prison ; to visit and inspect separately 
or collectively, as often as once in each year, 
each county prison in the state, and report 
the whole of their proceedings to the legis- 
lature annually. 

How long do they serve ? 
Three years. 

"When and by whom are they elected ? 
At the general election, and by the people, 
in such a maimer that one is elected each year. 

What is their salary ? 

Sixteen hundred dollars per annum. 

May an inspector be an agent or contractor in any 
prison? 
He must not. 

Who may remove an inspector for misoonduct ? 
"^he governor. 



SECTION VI 



CHAPTER L 

UNITED STATES. 

Into what departments of government are the United 
States divided ? 

Three ; le^lative, judicial, and executive. 

Where is the legislative power vested ? 

In the senate and house of representatives. 

How long do the senators hold their office ? 
For a term of six years. 

By whom are they elected ? 

The legislatures of the several states. 

How long do the representatives hold their office f 
Fot a term of two years. 

By whom are they elected ? 

(tl) 
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By the people ; except in South Carolina, 
where they are elected by the legislature. 

How many people does one member represent ? 
At present a fraction over 93,000. 

How is the number of representatives in any slave 
state ascertained ? 

By adding to the white population three- 
fifths of the number of the slaves in the state, 
and dividing that sum by the number that 
one man represents. 

What must be the qualifications of members of the 
house of representatives ? 

They must be twenty-five years of age ; 
they must have been citizens of the United 
States for seven years ; they must, when 
elected, be inhabitants of the state for which 
they are chosen. 

How many senators is each state entitled to ? 
Two. 

How are they classed ? 

So that one-third shall go out of office 
every two years, and others be elected to fill 
''■^'^ir places. 
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What are the qualifications for senator ? 

He must be thirty years of age ; he must 
have been a citizen of the United States for 
nine years ; and must be an inhabitant of 
the state from which he is chosen. 

What are the general powers and daties of con- 
gress ? 

To pass laws for the regulation of the gen- 
eral government, to. impose duties, to collect 
taxes, to provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the United States, to bor- 
row money on the credit of the United States, 
and such other duties as are specified in the 
constitution. 

What is the compensation of the members of each 
house ? 

Three thousand dollars per year each. 

Are they entitled to any further compensation ? 

Yes ; a mileage fee of eight dollars for 
every twenty miles of direct mail route from 
their residence to Washington. 

Who are the judges of the election of members? 
Bach house for its own members. 

Who elect a president in case the people fail to do S'^ * 
4 
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The house of representatives. 

In what way is a president thus chosen ? 

The delegation from each state has one 
vote, and they are to vote for those five who 
have the greatest number of electoral votes. 

How is the vice-president thus chosen ? 

The one is vice-president who has the great- 
est number of electoral votes. 

What is done in case of a tie ? 
The senate choose one of the number upon 
which there is a tie. 

Who is president of the senate ? 
The vice-president. 

Who is president of the house of representatives ? 
They elect one of their number as speaker. 

What compensation is he entitled to ? 
Double that of the other members. 

What other officers is each house entitled to ? 
Speaker, clerk, sergeant-at-arms, door-keep- 
er, postmaster, and public printer. 

Who is speaker in the senate 1 
The vice-president 
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What are the general daties of speaker 1 
In addition to the customary duties devolv- 
ing upon presidents of deliberative bodies, he 
shall examine the journal, have direction of 
the hall, admit reporters; shall sign acts, 
wilts, etc., and checks ; shall certify to com- 
pensation of members ; shall fix the amount 
and approve the surety of sergeant-at-arms' 
bond ; and shall have disposal of the rooms 
of the capitol. 

What are the general duties of clerk ? 

In addition to the duties devolving upon 
secretaries of deliberative bodies, he shall 
execute a bond, with one or more sureties to 
be approved by the comptroller of the treas- 
ury, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, 
for the faithful discharge of his duties ; shall 
certify to bills which pass; shall sign all 
house bills which pass ; puts questions before 
the election of speaker ; and continues in of- 
fice till a successor is elected. 

What are the general duties of the sergeant-at-arms? 

He shall ^ iC; ;p the account of the pay and 
mileage of members ; prepare checks, and 
draw the money on them if it is desired ; shall 
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give a bond of from five to ten thousand dol- 
lars ; is sworn to keep the secrets of the 
house ; and to assist the speaker in preserv- 
ing order. 

How is he paid ? 
By fees. 

How many printers are there elected 1 
One for each house. 

How long a time are they allowed in the perform- 
ance of any job ? 

Thirty days. 

What are their general duties ? 

To print such matter as may be required of 
them to print by the house of which they are 
printer, and to be under its direction. 

What are the general dnties of door-keeper ? 

He announces at the door of the house all 
messages from the president and other house, 
keeps the door of the house, folds and dis- ^ 
tributes extra documents, fiirnishes members 
with extra documents, conveys messages from 
members, and keeps the hall in order. 

What are the general duties of the assistants in 
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clerks', sergeant-at-anns', door-keepers% etc., depart- 
ments ? 

They are the same as those devolving upon 
similar officers in the New York legislature. 

What are the general duties of the postmaster in 
1 



To superintend the post-office kept for the 
accommodation of its members ; furnish sta- 
tionery to members and committees ; deliver, 
upon the arrival of the mails, all mail matter 
received for members ; deliver at the city 
post-office mail matter deposited in his office 
by members. 

Where may be found the duties oi the remainder 
of the officers of either house ? 

Among the appointed officers in the New 
York legislature. 

Have the house and senate the same number of ap- 
pointed officers 1 

They have the same, except that the house 
has more assistants in the several depart- 
ments. 

What is a committee of the whole ? 
It is a committee embracing the entire 
house. 
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How IB it appointed 1 

On motion of some member, who moves 
tiat the house go into a committee of the 
jwhole. 

On the carriage of this motion, what is the next 
duty of the president ? 

To appoint some one as chairman of the 
committee, while he takes a seat with the 
members. 

How does the house come in possession of the re- 
port? 

The chairman of the committee vacates the 
chair, the president resumes it, and the chair- 
man reports the matter to the house. 

What is the form of proceeding when returning 
from a committee of the whole to the house 1 

Some one moves that the committee do now 
rise and report. This being canied, the 
chairman vacates the chair, which is immedi- 
ately resumed by the president. The chair- 
man then rises and says : 

Mr. President. 

The president responds : 

Mr. Chairman. 

The chairman proceeds: 
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"The committee of the whole have had 
under consideration the [here name the sub- 
ject], have made some progress therein, and 
have directed their chairman to report the 
fact to the house, and ask leave to sit again ;'' 
or, if they have concluded their business, he 
reports the fact, and asks the concurrence of 
the house therein. 

When is a motion to adjourn in order ? 

Always ; except when a person is speaking, 
when a vote is being taken, or when a motion 
to adjourn has just been taken. 

Can a motion to adjourn be amended ? 
It can be, if no other business is before the 
house. 

Is a motion to adjourn debatable ? 
It is not. 

What is the meaning of a motion to lay a subject 
ou the table ? 

It signifies that the subject is to be laid 
aside until it is the pleasure of the house to 
consider it. 

Gan a motion to lie on the table be amended or de- 
bated 1 
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It can not. 

What is a motion to amend ? 
It is a motion to change, in some of its 
bearings, a fonner motion. 

What is the signification of a motion to commit ? 

It proposes to leave certain matters wHcli 
have taken the attention of the house, and 
leave them with a committee. 

What is meant by dividing the question ? 

When a motion embraces several distinct 
parts, it is sometimes moved to try the sense 
of the house upon the parts separately : this 
is called dividing the question. 

When a motion is moved, seconded, and stated by 
the president, can it be withdrawn by the mover 1 

It can not ; but must, if set aside, be done 

by motion. 

What is a motion to reconsider ? 

It sometimes happens that a motion passes 
the house rather prematurely, in which case 
some one may move that we again consider 
the subject. 

Who may move the reconsideration of a question ? 
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Properly no one except a person who voted 
with the majority. 

When is a person in possession of the floor 1 

After he has risen in accordance with the 
usages of the assembly and respectfully ad- 
dressed himself to the presiding oflficer, and 
the presiding oflficer has recognized him by 
calling his name. 

Can a person be refused a hearing when once fairly 
in possession of the floor ? 

He can not, as long as he observes the rules 
of order and the decencies of debate, unless, 
by special rule, he has occupied his time. 

Is it ever in order to interrupt a member when 
speaking upon a subject before the house 1 

He may be interrupted by a call to order. 

What is the form usually employed for a call to or- 
der ? 

A member rises and says, " Mr. President, 
I call the member to order." The member 
who has been speaking should stop and sit 
while the president should say, "Will the 
member state his point of order?" The 
member then states his point of order. Th^ 
4* 



82 THE TOUNG CITIZEN'S CATECHISM. 

president then states that *' the point was im- 
material, and the member may proceed," un- 
less an appeal is taken, or the president says 
'" the point was well taken, and the member 
will be in order." 

What may a person called to order do ? 
He may appeal from the decision of the 
president to the house. 

What form is employed ? 

" Mr. President, I most respectfully appeal 
from your decision." 

What is next in order ? 

The president states that " the decision of 
the chair has been appealed from." He may 
or may not invite discussion, but the next 
question is stated by the president as follows : 
* * Shall the decision of the chair be sustained ?" 
If the chair is sustained, the member should 
take his seat ; if not, he may proceed. 

In a permanently organized meeting, what is the 
first thing to be done after a call to order f 

The secretary should read the minutes of 
the last meeting. 

Is a vote of the house necessary to their approval ? 
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It is not ; the president may say, " if there 
are no objections to the minutes, they will 
stand approved." 

Suppose an error is detected 7 

A motion to correct [stating the error and 
the correction]. It being made, the presi- 
dent says, " Shall the minutes, as corrected, 
be approved ?" If decided affirmativelv. tJv» 
minutes stand as corrected. 



CHAPTER II. 

JUDIOIABY. 

By the constitution how is the judicial power of 
the United States vested ? 

In one supreme court, and in such inferior 
courts as the congress from time to time 
establishes. 

Of what does the supreme court at present consist ? 
Of one chief justice and eight associate 
jtistices. 

How and where is the supreme court held ? 
Annually, in the city of Washington. 
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Are the sapreme court jadges appointed, or elected ? 
Appointed 

How? 

By the president, with the consent of the 
senate. 

For bow long a term are they appointed ? 

During good behavior ; that is, they can not 
be removed so long as they capably and 
faithfully discharge their duties, during 
which time neither the president nor con- 
gress has any authority over them. 

In what cases has this court jurisdiction ? 

Of all cases in which the United States 
shall be a party; of controversies between 
citizens of diflferent states, and between citi- 
zens of the same states claiming lands under 
grants from diflferent states, and between 
the citizens of one state and foreign states. 

What is the second court in importance established 
by congress ? 

The circuit court of the United States. 

Into how many circuits are the United States 
divided ? 
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Nine, in each of which a circuit court is 

held twice every year. 

By whom are the circuit courts held ? 

By one of the United States supreme court 
judges, assisted by the judge of the district 
court of the United States where the court 

sits. 

What are the names of the circuits ? 

1. Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
and Khode Island. 

2. Vermont, Connecticut, and New York. 

3. New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

4. Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. 
\ 5. Alabama and Louisiana. 

6. North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia. 

7. Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan. 

8. Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri. 

9. Mississippi and Arkansas. 

What is the jurisdiction of the circuit court ? 

Each circuit court has jurisdiction of all 
crimes committed in the district against the 
laws of the United States ; appeals may be 
brought from the district to the circuit, and 
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in civil matters the sum in controversy mnsfc 
not exceed five hundred dollars. 

What is the next class of inferior courts of the 
United States? 

The district courts. 

Into how many districts are the United States j 
divided ? 

Into thirty-seven districts, to each of which, 
there is a district court and a district judge, 
an attorney and marshal, who reside in the 
district for which they are appointed. 

Of what have these district courts jurisdiction ? 

Of cases for penalties and forfeitures under ^ 
the laws of the United States, for seizure on 
the water within three miles of the shore, 
where the United States are plaintiffs, where 
consuls and vice-consuls are defendants, for 
repeal of letters patent for inventions, etc. 

What officers in each of the district courts of the 
United States ? 

A judge, an attorney, and marshal. 

What is their compensation ? 

The judge has a salary of two thousand del- I 
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lars per year ; the others have two hundred 
dollars and fees. 

By whom is the census of the United States taken ? 
By persons appointed by the marshal or 
his deputies. 

How often ? 

Once in ten years. 

How are these persons paid ? 
By fees. 

Is there still another inferior court established by 
congress ? 

There are the territorial courts — ^that is, 
the courts held in the territories of the 
United States. 



CHAPTER III. 

EXECUTIVE. 

Who is the chief of the executive department f 
The president. 

How are the president and vice-president chosen f 
By electors. 
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How are the electon chosen ? 

They are chosen by the people in all the 
states except in South Carolina, where they 
are chosen by the legislature. 

To hov many electors is each state entitled? 
As many as it has representatives and 
senators in congress. 

What is the manner of their election ? 

Each party in the several states nominates 
a person for elector in each congreasional 
district, and two others are nominated any- 
where in the state, called electors at large ; 
and the electors receiving the greatest num- 
ber of votes are elected. 

In what way do the electors proceed when elected ? 

They meet in their several states on the 
first Wednesday of December, and vote for 
president and vice-president ; they make, sign, 
and seal three certificates of all the votes 
given by them ; two of these copies are sent 
to the president of the senate ; one by mail, 
the other by a person whom they appoint ; 
the third is delivered to the United States 
judge of the district in which the electors 
*re assembled. 
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What IS next done with the certificates ? 

On the second* Wednesday of February, 
tie president of the senate, in presence of all 
the senators and representatives, opens the 
certificates from all the states, and tl^e votes 
are counted. The person having a majority 
of all the votes cast shall be president. 

Suppose no person has a majority of all the electoral 
votes ? 

In such a case the house of representatives 
must choose the president from those can- 
didates, not exceeding three, who had the 
highest number of electoral votes; but in 
so voting, the whole delegation from each 
state shall have but one vote, that vote in 
each case to be determined by a majority in 
each delegation. 

How is the vice-president chosen in the case of a 
failure to choose by the electors ? 

The senate must choose one of the twd 
who received the greatest number of votes. 

When is it that the vice-prerident becomes presi- 
dent? 

In case the house of representatives fail to 
elect a president, the senate having elected 
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vice-president, lie becomes president on ao 
count of a vacancy occurring in that office. 

Where may the qualifications for president be 
fonnd? 

In sec. 1, art. ii., of the constitution of the 
United States. 

' Where may the general duties of the president be 
found? 

In sees. 2 and 3 of art. ii. of the constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

What is the salary of the president ? 
Twenty-five thousand dollars per year. 

May he be removed from office ? 

He may on conviction of any high crime. 

What are the duties of vice-president? 

He performs the duties of a presiding 
officer in the United States senate ; and in 
case of vacancy in the office of president, he 
becomes president. ' 

Who then becomes vice-president? 

The senate elect one of their number. 

Who acts as president in case of a vacancy occurring 
\e offices of prewdent and vioc-prerident? 
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Congress may determine by law who shall 
be president. 

What is the salary of the vice-president? 
Six thousand dollars per year. 

Who appoints embassadors and all foreign minis- 
ters? 

The president, with the consent of the 
senate. 

What are their general duties ? 

To represent their country in a foreign 
country, and to attend to the public affairs 
of their own country. 

What are the cabinet officers ? 

Secretary of state, secretary of treasury, 
secretary of interior, secretary of navy, secre- 
tary of war, attorney-general, and postmaster- 
general. 

By whom are they appointed ? 
By the president, with the consent of the 
senate. 

What is the salary of each ? 

Eight thousand dollars per year. 
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What are the general duties of the secretary of 
state? 

To attend to the domestic and foreign 
affairs of the country ; to correspond with the 
ministers to other countries upon questions 
concerning our national welfare ; and to re- 
port the condition of affairs to the president 
once in a year, or as often as the president 
desires. 

What assistance is he allowed ? 

An assistant and twenty-five clerks. 

What are their salaries ? 

They range from twelve hundred to three 
thousand dollars per year. 

What other officers under the department of state ? 

There is a minister to each foreign country, 
and from one to eight consuls to each 
country. 

What are the dnties of foreign ministers 1 

To represent the government in another 

country, and act as its agent in international 

affairs. 

Into what classes are they divided 1 
Embassadors or ministers plenipotentiary 



EXECUTIVB. 93 

are the first class, envoys or resident ministers 
the second, and charg6 d'affaires are the third 
in importance. 

What several duties attach themselves to the three 
classes. 

The first class are clothed with fiill power 
to perform such business as concluding peace 
or making treaties, and are sent only upon 
extra occasions, and return immediately upon 
the transaction of their business ; the second 
class have more limited powers, and reside 
in the country to which they are ministers ; 
the third class are ministers to some inferior 
court, or are left in charge during the absence 
of one of the other classes of ministers, and 
have moderate powers. 

What are the duties of foreign ministers ? 

They represent a government, and act as 
its agent in international affairs. 

What are their salaries ? 

They vary from seven thousand five hun- 
dred, to seventeen thousand five hundred 
dollars per year. 

Have thej any assistance? 
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They have each one or two assistants called 
" secretary of legation.'' 

What are their salaries? 

From fifteen hundred to two thousand six^ 
hundred dollars per year. 

What is a consul 1 

He is a person commissioned to reside in a 
foreign country, to look after the interests, 
commerce, and shipping of persons in the 
country he represents. 

What are their salaries? 

A few are paid by fees, the others have 
salaries from one thousand to six thousand 
dollars per year. 

What are the general dnties of the secretary of 
treasury ? 

To keep an accurate account of all moneys 
of the U. S. and report the condition of the 
treasury to congress once in a year, and to 
pay out money upon the warrant of the chief 
officers in the several departments. 

What assistance is he allowed ? 

He has four hundred clerks, who have sala- 
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lies varying from twelve hundred to three 
thousand five hundred dollars per year. 

What are the duties of the secretary of the interior? 

He has care of the general land office, and 
directs surveys ; he has direction of affairs in 
the patent office ; he oversees the affairs in 
the Indian office, and pension office ; has care 
of the public buildings ; directs labor to be 
laid out on the public grounds, and has care 
of the hospital for the insane. 

What assistance is he allowed ? 

He has from fifty to two hundred clerks in 
each of the five-mentioned departments, with 
salaries varying from six hundred to three 
thousand dollars per year. 

What are the duties of the secretary of war? 

To keep an account of the proceedings and 
expenses, and to direct in the various divisions 
of the war department. 

From whom does he derive his information in re- 
gard to expenses incurred ? 

The officers of the army, keepers of armories, 
and the necessary clerks. 

What pay do the derks draw ! 
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From eight hundred to two thousand two 
hundred dollars per year. 

What are the duties of the secretary of navy ? 

To keep an account of the changes made 
in the divisions of the navy department ; to 
direct repairs ; direct in the U. 8. coast sur- 
vey, in the national observatory, in the nauti- 
cal almanac office, and in the naval academy, 
and report the entire condition of the navy 
when required. 

What is the duty of the aftorney-generall 
To act as the prosecuting officer of govern- 
ment, as an attorney does for his emplover. 

What assistance is he allowed ? 

One assistant, three clerks, and a messenger. 

What is their compensation ? 
From nine hundred to three thousand dol- 
lars. 

What are the duties of the postmaster-general 1 
He has the management of the post-office 
department, and appoints postmasters where 
the salary does not exceed two thousand dol- 
lars per year. For convenience he has first, 
"econd, and third assistants, and a chief clerk. 
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How is the business of the department divided be- 
tween the assistants ? 

The first assistant has nineteen clerks, and 
he establishes or discontinues post-offices 
and postmasters ; gives instruction to post- 
masters ; has direction of the international 
postal arrangements, and in general of the 
appointing power. The second assistant has 
twenty-six clerks ; he arranges the mail ser- 
vice, and places the same under contract ; 
directs frequency of trips, and mode of con- 
veyance, course of routes, points of distribu- 
tion ; advertises for mail proposals ; receives 
bids, and makes the contracts. The third 
assistant has twenty-eight clerks ; has charge 
of the finances ; examines the quarterly re- 
turns of postmasters ; issues stamps ; and has 
the care of the dead letter office. The chief 
clerk has nineteen clerks ; he notes the failure 
of mail contractors, and prepares cases for the 
action of the postmaster-general; provides 
mail bags, locks, keys, &c. 

Who appoints postmasters where the salary exceeds 
two thousand dollars per year ? 

The president, by the consent of the senate. 
5 



DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 



When, in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the 
powers of the earth the separate and equal 
station to which the laws of nature and of 
nature's God entitled them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation : 

We hold these truths to be self-evident : 
that all men are created equal ; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain un- 
alienable rights ; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that to 
secure these rights, governments are insti- 
tuted among men, deriving then* just powers 
from the consent of the governed ; that when- 
ever any form of government becomes de- 
structive to these ends, it is the right of the 
people to alter or to abolish it, and to insti- 

(98) 
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tute new government, laying its foundation on 
such principles, and organizing its power in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely 
to effect their safety and happiness. Pru- 
dence, indeed, will dictate that governments 
long established should not be changed for 
light and transient causes ; and accordingly 
all experience hath shown, that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer while evils are suf- 
ferable, than to right themselves by abolish- 
ing the forms to which they are accustomed. 
But when a long train of abuses and hisurpa- 
tions, pursuing invariably the same object, 
evinces a design to reduce them under abso- 
lute despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future security. 
Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
colonies, and such is now the necessity which 
constrains' them to alter their former systems 
of government. The history of the present 
king of Great Britain is a history of repeated 
injuries and usurpations : all having in direct 
object the establishment of an absolute tyr- 
anny over these states. To prove this, let 
facts be submitted to a candid world 

1 r^^^Qoo 
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He has refused his assent to laws, the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass 
laws of immediate and pressing importance, 
unless suspended in their operation till his 
assent should be obtained ; and when so sus- 
pended, he has utterly neglected to attend to 
them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, un- 
less those people would relinquish the right 
of representation in the Legislature, a right 
inestimable to them, and formidable to ty- 
rants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies 
at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of their public I'ecords, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved representative houses 
repeatedly, for opposing, with manly firm- 
ness, his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused, for a long time after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected : . 
whereby the legislative powers, incapable of 
wmbilfttion, have returned to the people at 
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large for their exercise ; the state remaining 
in the meantime exposed to all the danger of 
invasion fi'om without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the popu- 
lation of these states ; for that pui-pose ob- 
structing the laws of naturalization of for- 
eigners ; refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migration hither ; and raising the con- 
ditions of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of 
justice, by refusing his assent to laws for 
establishing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his 
will alone for the tenure of their offices, and 
the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, 
and sent hither swarms of officers to harass 
our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
standing armies without the consent of our 
Legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military inde- 
pendent of, and superior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject 
us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitu- 
tion, and unacknowledged by our laws ; giv- 
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ing his assent to their acts of pretended leg- 
islation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed 
troops among us : 

For protecting them, by a mook trial, 
from punishment for any murders which they 
should commit on the inhabitants of these 
states : 

For cutting off our trade with all parts 
of the world : 

For imposing taxes on us without our 
consent : 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the 
benefits of trial by jury : 

For transporting us beyond seas to be 
tried for pretended offences : 

For abolishing the free system of English 
laws in a neighboring province, establishing 
therein an arbitrary government, and enlarg- 
ing its boundaries, so as to render it at once 
an example and fit instrument for introducing 
the same absolute rule into these colonies : 

For taking away om' charters, abolishing 
our most valuable laws, and altering funda- 
mentally the forms of our governments : 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
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declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in pIL cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by 
declaring us out of his protection, and wag- 
ing war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people. 

He is, at this time, transporting large 
armies of foreign mercenaries, to complete 
the work of death, desolation, and tyranny, 
already b^un with circumstances of cruelty 
and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 
head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, 
taken captive on the high seas, to bear arms 
against their country ; to become the execu- 
tioners of their friends and brethren, or to 
fall themselves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless 
Indian savages, whose known rule of war- 
fare is an undistinguished destruction of all 
ages, sexeSy and conditions. 
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In every stage of these oppressions, we 
have petitioiied for redress in the most hum- 
ble terms : our repeated petitions have been 
answered only by repeated injury. A prince, 
whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention 
to our British brethren. We have warned 
them from time to time of attempts made 
by their Legislature to extiend an unwarrant- 
able jurisdiction over us. We have reminded 
them of the circumstances of our emigration 
and settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity ; and 
we have conjured them, by the ties of our 
common kindred, to disavow these usurpa- 
tions, which would inevitably interrupt our 
connexions and correspondence. They too 
have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce 
in the necessity, which denounces our separa- 
tion, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, enemies in war, in peace, friends. I 

We, therefore, the representatives of the j 
United States of America, in general Con- 
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gress assOTibled, appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the name and by authority 
of the good people of these colonies, solemnly 
publish and declare, that these united colo- 
nies are, and of right ought to be, FREE 
and INDEPENDENT STATES : that they 
are absolved from all allegiance to the Brit- 
ish crown ; and that all political connexion 
between them and the state of Great Britain 
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved ; and 
that, as fi'ee and independent states, they 
have full power to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and 
to do all other acts and things which inde- 
pendent states may of right do. And, for 
the support of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Provi- 
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. 

JOmr HANCOCK, President. 
New Edmpshire^ Josiah Bartlett, 

William Whipple, 

Matthew Thornton. 
Massachusetts Bay, Samuel Ada&is, 

John Adams. 
M€usachtisetts, Robert Treat Pains, 

Elbridge Gerrt. 
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Bhode Island, Se,, 
Connecticut^ 

New York, 

NewJeney^ 

Pennsylvania, 



Ikhware, 
Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 



Stephen Hopkins^ 

William Ellert. 

Roger Sherman, 

Samuel Huntington, 

WiLUAM Williams, 

Oliyek Wolcott. 

William Floyd, 

Philip Litingston, 

Francis Lewis, 

Lewis Morris. 

Richard Stockton, 

John Witherspoon, 

Francis Hopkinson, 

John Hart, 

Abraham Clare; 

Robert Morris, 

Benjamin Rttsh, 

Benjamin Franklin, 

John Morton, 

George Clymer, 

James Smith, 

George Taylor, 

James Wilson, 

George Ross. 

CiBSAR Rodney 

Thomas M'£!ean, 

George Read. 

Samuel Chase, 

William Paca, 

Thomas Stone, 

Charles Carroll of CarroUton. 

George Wythe, 

Richard Henry Lee, 

Thomas Jefferson, 

Benjamin Harrison, 
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Norih Oarc^ma, 
South Carolina^ 

Georgia^ 



Thomas Kelson, junr., 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton, 
William Hoofer, 
Joseph Hewss, 
John Penn. 
Edward Rutledge, 
Thomas EEetward, junr., 
Thomas Ltnoh, junr., 
Arthur Middleton. 
Button Gwinnett, 
Ltman Hall, 
Gkorge Walton. 



Hebe we append, for convenience of ref- 
erence, and as being what every American 
should know and understand, ^ copy of the 
Constitution of the United States, and the 
Amendments thereto. 



CONSTITUTION. 

pmmwe. ^^ the Pcoplc of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect 
Union, establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the bless- 
ings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and es- 
tablish this Constitution for the 
United States of America. 

ARTICLE I. ^ 

' SECTION I. 

ooDgress. All legislative powcrs hcrciu grant- 
ed shall be vested in a Congress of 
the United States, which shall coi>- 

(108) 
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sist of a Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

SECTION n. 

The House of Representatives shall SJS!iSS^ 
be composed of members chosen every *****"' 
second year by the people of the sev- 
eral States, and the electors in each 
State shall have the qualifications re- 
quisite for electors of the niost nu- 
merous branch of the State legisla- 
ture. 

No person shall be.a Representa-Qf»^flj^« 
tive who shall not have attained the **"""*■• 
age of twenty-five years, and have 
been seven years a citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an inhabitant of 
that State in which he shall be 
chosen. 

Representatives and direct taxes 4?5J^fSir». 
shall be appo^ uoned among the sev- SSdS^' 
eral States v nich may be included "" 
within this T nion, according to their 
respective i. ambers, which stall be 
determined by adding to the whole 
number of free persons, including 
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those bound to service for a term 
of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three-fifths of all other per- 
sons. The actual enumeration shall 
be made within three years after tbe 
first meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every sub- 

^^«ry sequent term of ten years, in such 
manner as they shall by law direct. 
The number of Representatives shall 
not exceed one for every thirty thou- 
sand, but each State shall have at 
least one representative; and until 
such enumeration shall be made, the 
State of New Hampshire shall be 
entitled to choose three, Massachu- 
setts eight, Rhode Island and J^rovi- 
dence Plantations one, Connecticut 
five. New York six, New Jersey four, 
Pen7isylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland six, Virginia ten. North 
Carolina five, South Carolina five, 
and Georgia three. 

SHuSu* When vacancies happen in the re- 
presentation from an/ State, the ex-, 
ecutive authority thereof shall issue 
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writs of election to fill such vacan- 
cies. 

The House of Representatives shall ^JS^SSi 
choose their Speaker and other offi-SnS'taip'ch. 
cers ; and shall have the sole power 
of impeachment. 

SEonoN m. 

The Senate of the United States SSSS:**^ 
shall be composed of two Senators 
from each State, chosen by the legis- 
lature thereof, for six years; and 
each Senator shall have one vote. 

Immediately after they shall be^^^r^ 
assembled in consequence of the first 
election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classes. 
The seats of the Senators of the first 
class shall be vacated at the expira- 
tion of the second year ; of the sec- 
ond class, at the expiration of the 
fourth year ; and of the third class, 
at the expiration of the sixth year ; 
so that one-third may be chosen 
every second year: and, if vacancies JJ^SSl 
happen by resignation or otherwise 
during the recess of the legislature 
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of any State, the executive thereof 
may make temporary appointments 
until the next meeting of the legis- 
lature, which shall then fill such va- 
cancies. 

SSSSr No person shall be a Senator who 
shall not have attained to the age of 
thirty years, and been nine years a 
citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an inhab- 
itant of that State for which he' shall 
be chosen. 

JlntSfpre. Thc Vlcc President of the United 

**'**• States shall be President of the Sen- 

ate, but shall have no vote unless 
they be equally divided. 

^^^f *>' The Senate shall choose theii-* oth- 
er officers, and also a President pro 
tempore in the absence of the Vice 
President, or when he shall exercise 
the oflSce of President of the United 
States. 

Sliihmini. The Senate shall have the sole 
power to tr}^ all impeachments. 
When sitting for that purpose, they 
shall be on oath or affirmation. 
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When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice 
shall preside: and no person shall 
be convicted without the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members 
present. 

Judgment in cases of impeach- f^Jl^^iJjj, 
ment shall not extend further than 
to removal from office, and disqualifi- 
cation to hold and enjoy any office 
of honor, trust, or profit under the 
United States; but the party con-^^^*^* 
victed shall nevertheless be liable 
and subject to indictment, trial, judg- 
ment, and punishment, according to 
law. 

SECTION IV. ' 

The times, places, and manner of JJJi^^d'how 
holding elections for Senators and*"®^ 
Representatives shall be prescribed 
in each State by the legislature there- 
of ; but the Congress may at any 
time, by law, make or alter such 
regulations, except as to the places 
of choosing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble ato««'«««^ 



114 THE YOUNG CITIZEN'S CATECHISM. 

■«n»bie anna- least oiice ill cveiy year, and sucli 
meeting shall be on the first Monday 
in December, unless they shall by 
law appoint a different day. 



SBCmOK Y. 



KlectiODg, 
howjadged. 



Each house shall be the judge of 
the elections, returns, and qualifica- 
tions of its own members, and a 

Quorum. majority of each shall constitute a 
quorum to do business ; but a small- 
er number may adjourn from day to 
day, and may be authorized to com- 

AjMientmem-pgl the attendance of absent mem- 
bers, in such manner, and under such 
penalties, as each house may provide. 

Kuieg. Each house may determine the 

rules of its proceedings, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior, 

ExputoKm. and, with the concurrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member. 

kepKlSdpab^ Each house shall keep a journal 

of its proceedings, and from time to 

time publish the same, excepting such 

parts as may in their judgment re- 

^"""^ quire secrecy ; and the yeas and nays 
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of the members of either house on 
any question shall, at the desire of 
one-fifth of those present, be entered 
on the journal. 

Neither house, during the session Adjoum. 
of Congress, shall, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjoum for more 
than three days, nor to any other 
place than that in which the two 
houses shall be sitting, 

SECTION VI. 

The Senators and Representatives 
shall receive a compensation for their oompensa- 
services, to be ascertained by law, 
and paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States. They shall in all 
cases, except treason, felony, andprivuege. 
breach of the peace, be privileged 
from arrest during their attendance 
at the session of their respective 
houses, and in going to and return- 
ing from the same ; and for any 
speech or debate in either house, 
they shall not be questioned in any 
other place. 



a|ipoiDl0dt0 



OOeefsoT 
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No Senator or Bepresentative shall, 
danDg the time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil 
office under the authority of the 
United States, which shall have been 
created, or the emoluments whereof 
shall have been increased, during 
such time; and no person holding 
any office under the United States, 
shall be a member of either house 
during his continuance in office. 

SBCnOH YIL 

All bills for rai&ong revenue shaU 
originate in the House of Represen- 
tatives ; but the Senate may propose 
or concur with amendments as on 
other bills. 

Every bill which shall have passed 
the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, shall, before it become a 
law, be presented to the President of 
SSi/ttSS! *^® United States ; if he approve, he 
shall sign it ; but if not, he shall re- 
turn it, with his objections, to that 
house in which it shall have origi- 



BOlstob* 
inreteDtedto 
tbe President. 
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nated, who shall enter the objections 
at large on their journal, and pro- 
ceed to reconsider it. If after such 
reconsideration two-thirds of that ©"^ »»*«▼«*»• 
house shall agi*ee to pass the bill, 
it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other house, by 
which it shall likewise be reconsid- 
ered; and if approved by two-thirds 
of that house, it shall become a law. 
But in all such cases the votes of 
both houses shall be determined by 
yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons voting for and against the 
bill shall be entered on the journal 
of each house respectively. If anvBiitotob* 
bill shall not be returned by thejj;^«**"*«» 
President within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been 
presented to him, the same shall be 
a law, in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress by 
their adjournment prevent its return, 
in which case it shall not be a law. 

Every order, resolution, or vote, to 2?^uSi« 
which the concurrence of the Sen-SbytE"*^' 

Prwident. 
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ate and House of Representatives 
may be necessary, (except on a ques- 
tion of adjournment,) shall be pre- 
sented to the President of the United 
States; and before the same shall 
take effect, shall be approved by 
him, or, being disapproved by him, 
shall be repassed by two-thirds of 
the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, according to the rules and 
limitations prescribed in the case of 
a bill. 

SECTION TUL 

cSr^M?to The Congress shall have power to 
w dSJr lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, 
and excises ; to pay the debts, and 
General wei- p^ovidc for the commou defence and 
^*' general welfare of the United States : 

_ but all duties, imposts, and excises, 

Dalies Qnl- . 

'®'°*- shall be uniform throughout the 

United States ; 
Borrow To borrow money on the credit of 

numey. ^ •' 

the United States ; 
Commerce. fo rcgulate commercc with for- 
eign nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian tribes ; 
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To establish a uniform rule of nat- f^^"^^ 
uralization, and uniform laws on the 
subject of bankruptcies, throughout B««»kruptcy. 
the United States ; 

To coin money, regulate the value ^^ >»oney. 
thereof,. and of foreign coin, and fix 
the standard of weights and meas-mlSaS.s?'^ 
ures; 

To provide for the punishment of £>^*«rf«'*- 
counterfeiting the securities and cur- 
rent coin of the United States ; 

To establish post-offices and post^^"^~*"- 
roads ; 

To promote the progress of science 25";jg^'JJ» 
and useful arts, by seeming, for lim- 
ited times, to authors and inventors 
the exclusive right to their respective • 
writings and discoveries ; 

To constitute tribunals inferior toinftriw 

courts. 

the Supreme Court ; 

To define and punish piracies and^*«*^» *^- 
felonies committed on the high seas, 
and offences against the law of na- 
tions ; 

To declare war, grant letters of ^J^J^^ 
marque and reprisal, and make rules ^"^^ 
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concerning captures on land and 
water ; 

Baise armies/ rp^ p^^Jgg ^^^ SUppC^rt amiieS : but 

no appropriation of money to that 
use shall be for a longer term than 
two years ; 

Navy. To providc and maintain a navy ; 

Rules andar. To make rules for the government 
"* ^"' and regulation of the land and naval 
forces ; 

cuioutmiu. To provide for calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the 
Union, suppi*ess insurrections, and 
repel invasions ; 

or^^wjjd To provide for organizing, arm^ 

^ ing, and disciplining the militia, and 

for governing such part of them as 
may be employed in the service of 
the United States, reserving to the 
States, respectively, the appointment 

mmS?** of the officers, and the authority of 
training the militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by Congress ; 

S^uftta^ To exercise exclusive legislation in 

^?sra^&k all cases whatsoever, over such dis- 
trict (not exceeding ten miles square) 
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as may by cession of particular States, 
and the acceptance of Congress, be- 
come the seat of the government of 
the United States, and to exercise 
like authority over all places pur- 
chased by the consent of the legisla- 
ture of the State in which the same 
shall be, for the erection of forts, 

• 1 1 1 1 1 ^^^ over 

magazmes, arsenals, dock-yards, andforts,ar8enata, 
other needful buildings ; and 

To make all laws which shall beJlJj'jfJJlg"^- 
necessary and proper for carrying StoJflbST*" 
into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any depart- 
ment or officer thereof. 

SECTION DC 

The migration or importation of i?iuSJ?8"2 
such persons as any of the States wo?. 
now existing shall think proper to 
admit, shall not be prohibited by the 
Congress prior to the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eight ; but 
a tax or duty may be imposed on 

6 
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such importation, not exceeding ten 
dollars for each person. 

The privilege of the writ of ha- 
beas corpus shall not be suspended, 
unless when, in cases of rebellion or 
invasion, the public safety may re- 
quire it. 
Attebider and Jfo biQ of attainder or ex post facto 



ez post facto 
laws. 



Direct 



Oommerce 
between the 



law shall be passed. 

No capitation or other direct tax 
shall be laid unless in proportion to 
the census or enumeration herein be- 
fore directed to be taken. 

tt^*SSr^ N'o tax or duty shall be laid on 
articles exported from any State. 

No preference shall be given by any 
regulation of commerce or revenue 
to the ports of one State over those 
of another; nor shall vessels bound 
to or from one State be obliged to 
enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

?»wJ*^m No money shall be drawn from 
the treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law ; and a 
regular statement and account of the 
receipts and expenditures of all pub- 



the treasury. 
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Uc money shall be published fromS.^^P"^"»^- 
time to time. 

No title of nobility shall be granted no nobuny. 
by the United States : and no person 
holding any office of profit or trust 
under them, shall, without the con- 
sent of the Congress, accept of anyFoM]g^^pn»' 
present, emolument, office, or title, of *^^- 
any kind whatever, from any king, 
prince, or foreign state. 

SECTION X. 

No State shall enter into anypowewde- 

"^ nled to the 

treaty, alliance, or confederation ;^^*«»- 
grant letters of marque and reprisal ; 
coin money; emit bUls of credit; 
make any thing but gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts ; 
pass any bill of attainder, ex post 
facto law, or law impairing the obli- 
gation of contracts, or grant any title 5J^fj^»^^«" 
of nobility. ^''^'• 

No State shall, without the con- 
sent of the Congress, lay any imposts 
or duties on imports or exports, ex- 
cept what may be absolutely neces- 
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sary for executing its inspection laws; 
and the net produce of all duties and 
imposts, laid by any State on imports 
or exports, shall be for the use of the 
Treasury of the United States ; and all 
such laws shall be subject to the re- 

J^^«^^ vision and control of the Congress. 

tosut... jf^ Q^^^^ gjj^jj^ without the con- 

sent of the Congress, lay any duty of 
tonnage, keep troops or ships of war 
in time of peace, enter into any agree- 
ment or compact with another State, 
or with a foreign power, or engage 
in war, unless actually invaded, or in 
such imminent danger as will not 
admit of delay. 

ARTICLE 11. 

SECTION I. 

SJulSSJi^ The Executive power shall be 
®'***^ vested in a President of the United 
States of America. He shall hold 
his office during the term of four 
years, and, together with the Vice- 
President, chosen for the same term, 
be elected as follows : 
-H««j^bow Each State shall appoint, in such 



CONSTITUTION. 125 

manner as the Legislature thereof may 
direct, a number of electors, equal to 
the whole number of Senators and 
Representatives to which the State 
may be entitled in the Congress; 
but no Senator or Representative, or 
person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall 
be appointed an elector. 

The elcsjtors shall meet in their E^^cjowto 

meet and to 

respective States, and vote by ballot Sentidvg;. 
for two pr-.rsons, of whom one at least ^'^******^** 
shall not he an inhabitant of the same 
State with themselves. And they 
shall make a list of all the persons 
voted for, and of the number of votes 
for each, which list they shall sign 
and certify, and transmit sealed to 
the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the Presi- 
dent of the Senate. The President 
of the Senate shall, in the presence JJjJfjy*^' 
of the Senate and House of Repre-^^**^*"* 
sentatives, open all the certificates, 
and the votes shall then be counted. 
The person having the greatest num- 
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ber of votes shall be the Presidettt, 
if such number be a majority of the 
whole number of electors appointed ; 
and if there be more than one who 
have such majority, and have' an 

S^S'to"**' equal number of votes, then the 

torTfSiL*^*'''' House of Representatives shall im- 
mediately choose, by ballot, one of 
them for President ; and if no person 
have a majority, then from the five 
highest on the list the said House 
shall in like manner choose the Pres- 

^^^^ ident . But in choosing the President 
the votes shall be taken by States, 
the representation fi'om each State 
having one vote ; a quorum for this 
purpose shall consist of a member 
or members from two-thirds of the 
States, and a majority of all the 
States shall be necessary to a choice. 

jice-preai. In evcry case, after the choice of a 
President, the person having the 
greatest number of votes of the elec- 
tors shall be the Vice-Presidents But 
if there should remain two or more 
who have equal votes, the Senate 
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shall choose from them by ballot the 
Vice-President* 

The Congress may determine theSSSl^S^ 
time of choosing the electors, and the '^*^"'* . 
day on which they shall give their 
votes; which day shall be the same 
throughout the United States. 

No person except a natural-bom ^gfi«»ti«j- 
citizen, or a citizen of the United 
States at the time of the adoption of 
this Constitution,' shall be eligible to 
the oflSice of President ; neither shall 
any person be eligible to that office 
who shall not have attained to the 
age of thirty-five years, and been 
fourteen years a resident within the 
United States. 

In case of the removal of the Pres- je«fOT^» . 

death, to., of 

ident from office, or of his death, ^®"^***^'- 
resignation, or inability to discharge 
the powers and duties of the said' 
office, the same shall devolve on the 
Vice-President, and the Congress 
may by law provide for the case of 

* This clause of the Oonstitutionhas been amended. 
See twelfth article of the amendments, page 143. 
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removal, death, resignation, or in- 
ability, both of the President and 
Vice-President, declaring what officer 
shall act as President, and suchi 
officer shall act accordingly, until the 
disability be removed or a President 
shall be elected. 

^mpmntton The President shall, at stated times, 
receive for his services a compensa- 
tion which shall neither be increased . 
nor diminished during the period for 
which he shall have been elected, 
and he shall not receive within that 
period any other emolument from the 
United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution 
of his office, he shall take the follow- 
ing oath or affirmation : 

Ofttb. ** I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that I will faithfully execute the ' 
office of President of the United | 
States ; and will, to the best of my j 
ability, preserve, protect, and de- 
fend the Constitution of the United 
States." 
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SBonoN n. 

The President shall be commander- 5SJte"o??he 
in-chief of the army and navy of the^^***°^ 
United States, and of the militia of 
the several States when called into 
the actual service of the United 
States ; he may require the opinion, 
in writing, of the principal officer in 
each of the executive departments, 
upon any subject relating to the 
duties of their respective offices ; and 
he shall have power to grant re- 
prieves and pardons for oflfences 
against the United States, except in 
cases of impeachment. 

He shall have power, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the Senators present concur ; and 
he shall nominate, and, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, Appointmeni 

• T T 1 °' public olfl- 

shall appoint embassadors, other ««^'»- 
public ministers and consuls, judges 
of the Supreme Court, and all other 
officers of the United States whose 
appointments ai'e not herein other- 
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wise provided for, and which shall 
be established by law ; but the Con- 
gress may by law vest the appoint- 
ment of such inferior officers as they 
think proper, in the President alone, 
in the courts of law, or in the heads 
of departments. 

The President shall have power to 
fill up all vacancies that may happen 
during the recess of the Senate, by 
granting commissions which shall ex- 
pire at the end of their next session. 



TacancioB In 



SECTION III. 

!^*d dXs ' -^^ s^^Sill from time to time give to 
of^epresi- ^^^ Qongrcss information of the state 
of the Union, and recommend to their 
consideration such measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient ; 
he may, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene both houses, or either of 
them,* and, in case of disagreement 
between them vrith respect to the 
time of adjournment, he may adjourn 
them to such time as he shall think 
proper ; he shall receive embassadors 
and other public ministers ; he shall 



I 



I 
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take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed, and shall commission all 
the ofificers of the United States. 

SECTION IV. 

The President, Vice-President, and impeach. 

. ment. 

all civil oflBcers of the United States, 
shall be removed fi*om office on im- 
peachment for and conviction of 
treason, bribery, or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE TIL 

SECTION I, 

The judicial power of the United J^^^^'of'^' 
States shall be vested in one Supreme ^***^*^*'' 
Court, and in such inferior courts as 
the Congress may from time to time 
ordain and establish. The judges, • 
both of the supreme and inferior 
courts, shall hold their offices during 
good behavior, and shall, at stated 
times, receive for their services a 
compensation, which shall not be 
diminished during their continuance 
in office. 
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SEcnoir n. 



FDirerBof the The itidicial power shall extend to 
all cases, in law and equity, ariang 
under this Constitution, the laws of 
the United States, and treaties made, 
or which shall be made, under their 
authority ; to all eases affecting em- 
bassadors, other public ministers^ and 
consuls ; to all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction ; to controver- 
sies to which the United States shall 
be a party; to controversies between 
two or more States ; between a State 
and citizens of another State; be- 
tween citizens of the same State 
elaiming lands under grants of dif- 
erent States; and between a State, 
or the citizens thereof, and foreign 

jurisdiettomrf States, cittzeus, or subiects. 

the SupreuM '"^ y i o 

^*^ In all cases affecting embassadors, 

other public ministers, and consuls, 
and those in which a State shall be 
A party, the Supreme Court shall 
have original jmisdiction. In all the 
^J^er cases before mentioned, the Su- 
premt? Court shall have appellate 
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jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions and under such 
regulations as the Congress shall 

make. TrJalsbyJury. 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases 
of impeachment, shall be by jury; And whoro 
and such trial shall be held in the 
State where the said crimes shall 
have been committed; but when 
not committed within any State, the 
trial shall be at such place or places 
as the Congreste may by law have 
directed. 

SECTION ni. 

Treason against the United States Tire«»n. 
shall consist only in levying war 
against them, or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and com- 
fort. No person shall be convicted 
of treason unless on the testimony of 
two witnesses to the same overt act, 
or on confession in open court. 

The Congi'ess shall have power to 
declare the punishment of treason; 
but no attainder of treason shall 
work corruption of blood or forfeit- S^biSST"" 
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ure, except during the life of the 
pei'son attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION L 

fSJSwS?* ^^ ^^^*^ ^^d credit shall be given 
in each State to the public acts, rec- 
ords, and judicial proceedings of every 
other State. And the Congi-ess may, 
by general laws, prescribe the man- 
ner in which such acts, records, and 
proceedings shall be proved, and the 
eflfect thereof. 

SECTION n. 

JJJjJJgj^ The citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to aU the privileges and immuni- 
ties of citizens in the several States, 
jigiuve. A person charged in any State 
Jd^**"^**" with treason, felony, or other crime, 
who shall flee from justice, and be 
found in another State, shall, on de- 
mand of the Executive authority of 
the State from which he fled, be de- 
livered up, to be removed to the 
State having jurisdiction of the 
crime. 
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be 
up. 



No person held to service or laboi dJi7vc?eci''i 
in one State, under the laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in con- 
sequence of any law or regulation 
therein, be discharged from such ser- 
vice or labor, but shall be delivered 
up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due. 

SECTION in. 

New states may be admitted by the New sta;et. 
Congress into this Union ; but no new 
State shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other State ; nor 
any State be formed by the junction of 
two or more States, or parts of States, 
without the consent of the Legisla- 
tures of the States concerned, as well 
as of the Congress, 

The Confess shall have power to Territory and 
^ •»• other proper- 

dispose of and make all needful rules 2^*8^^^"** 
and regulations respecting the terri- * 

tory or other property belonging to 
the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so con- 
strued as to prejudice any claims of 



136 THE YOUNG CITIZEN'S CATECmSM. 

the United States, or of any par- 
ticular State. 



SECTION IV. 

toJSofl^- The United States shall guarantee 
emment. ^^ ^^^^ gj.g^j^ ^^ ^.j^'g xjniou a re- 
publican form of government, and 
Ftotoctioiior shall protect each of them against 
invasion, and, on application of the 
Legislature, or of the Executive(when 
the Legislature can not be convened), 
against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V. 

4™*Sf this -"^^^ Congress, whenever two-thirds 
constitutioii. q£ i^^^Jj houses shall deem it necessary, 

shall propose amendments to this 
Constitution, or, on the application 
of the Legislatures of two-thirds of 
the several States, shall call a con- 
vention for proposing amendments, 
which, in either case, shall be valid 
to all intents and purposes, as part 
of this Constitution, when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three-fourths of 
the several States, or by conventions in 
three-fourths thereof, as the one or the 
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other mode of ratification may be pro- 
posed by the Congress ; provided that 
no amendment which may be made 
prior to the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, shall in any man- 
ner affect the first and fourth clauses in 
the ninth section of the first article ; 
and that no State, without its con- 
sent, shall be deprived of its equal 
suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VL 

All debts contracted and engage- me^r^JJ^vero-" 
ments entered into before the adop- S^/^"*" 
tion of this Constitution, shall be as 
valid against the United States under 
this Constitution as under the con- 
federation. 

This Constitution, and the laws of ^'ZtL 
the United States which shall be'"'"®"'®^''* 
made in pursuance thereof, and all 
treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the authority of the 
United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land ; and the judges in 
every State shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the Constitution or laws 
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of any State to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

cj^of pubuc The Senators and Representatives 
before mentioned, and the members 
of the several State Legislatures, and 
all executive and judicial officers, 
both of the United States and of the 
several States, shall be bound by 
oath or affirmation to support this 

i^rcugtoM Constitution; but no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualifica- 
tion to any office or public trust 
under the United States. 



ARTICLE VII. 

The ratification of the conventions 
of nine States shall be sufficient for 
the establishment of this Constitution 
between the States so ratifying the 
same. 



Ratification. 



Done in convention, by the unani- 
mous consent of the States present, 
the seventeenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the 
twelfth. Inwitness whereof, we have 
hereunto subscribed our names. 
GEO. WASHINGTON, 
President, and Deputy from Virginia. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

John Langdon, 
Nicholas Gilman. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Nathaniel Grorham, 
Rufiis Bang. 

CONNECTICCT. 

William SamuelJohnson, James McHenry, 



DELAWARE. 

George Read, 
Gunning Bedford, jun. 
John Dickinson, 
Richard Bassett, 
Jacob Broom. 

MARYLAND. 



Roger Sherman. 

NEW YORK. 

Alexander Hamilton. 

NEW JERSEY. 

William Livingston, 
David Brearley, 
William Paterson, 
Jonathan Dayton. 

PENNSYLVANLA. 

B. Franklin, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Robert Morris, 
(Jeorge Clymer, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Jared Ingersoll, 
James Wilson, 
Gouv. Morris. 



Attest 



Dan of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Daniel Carroll. 

VIRGINIA. 

John Blair, 

James Madison, jun. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

William Blount, 
Rich'd Dobbs Spaight, 
Hu. WiUiamson. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

J. Rutledge, 
Charles Cotesworth 

Pinckney, 
Charles Pinckney, 
Pierce Butler. 

GEORGIA. 

William Few, 
Abr. Baldwin. 
WILLIAM JACKSOSr, Secretaiy. 
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AMENDMENTS. 



ARTICLE I. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the free- 
dom of speech, or of the press ; or of the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a redress of griev- 



ARTICLEII. 

* A well regulated militia being necessary 

to the security of a free State, the right of 

the people to keep and bear arms shall not 

be infringed. , 

I 
ARTICLE III. I 

No soldier shall in time of peace be quar- , 

tered in any house without the consent of 

the owner, nor in time of war but in a man- 

er to be prescribed by law. 

(140) 
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ARTICLE IV. 

The riglit of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and eflFects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue but upon probable cause, supported by 
oath or affirmation, and particularly describ- 
ing the place to be searched, and the per- 
sons or things to be seized. 

ARTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless 
on a presentment or indictment of a grand 
jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 
service in time of war or public danger ; nor 
shall any person be subject for the same of- 
fence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb ; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law ; nor shall private prop- 
erty be taken for public use without just com- 
pensation. • 
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ARTICLE VI. 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
shall enjoy the I'ight to a speedy and public 
trial by an impartial jury of the State and 
district wherein the crime shall have be^n 
committed, which district shall have been 
previously ascertained by law, and to be in- 
formed of the nature and cause of the accusa- 
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him ; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have 
the assistance of counsel for his defence. 

ARTICLE VII. 

In suits at common law, where the value 
in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, 
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, 
and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common 
law. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unu- 
^nsl punishments inflicted. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

The enumeration in tlie Constitution of 
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X. 

The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The judicial power of the United States 
shall not be consti-ued to extend to any suit 
in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted 
against one of the United States by citizens 
of another State, or by citizens or subjects of 
any foreign State 

ARTICLE XII. 

The electors shall meet in their respective 
States, and vote by ballot for President and 
Vice-President, one of whom at least shall 
not be an inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves ; they shall name in their ballots 
the person voted for as President, and in dis- 
tinct ballots the person voted for as Vice- 
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President ; and they shall make distinct lists 
of all persons voted for as President, and of 
all persons voted for as Vice-President, and 
of the number of votes for each ; which lists 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit seal- 
ed to the seat of the government of the Uni- 
ted States, directed to the president of the 
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, 
in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes shall then be counted ; the person 
having the greatest number of votes for Presi- 
dent shall be the President, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed ; and if no person have such ma- 
jority, then, from the persons having the 
highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the 
list of those voted for as President, the House 
of Representatives shall choose immediately 
by ballot the President. But in choosing 
the President, the votes shall be taken by 
States, the representation from each State 
having one vote ; a quorum for this purpose 
shall consist of a member or members from 
two-thirds of the States, and a majority of 
all the States shall be necessary to a choice. 
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And if the House of Representatives shall 
not choose a President, whenever the right 
of choice shall devolve upon them, before the 
fourth day of March next foUovring, then the 
Vice-President shall act as President, as in 
the case of the death, or other constitutional 
disability of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of 
votes as Vice-President shall be the Vice- 
President, if such number be a majoritj^ of 
the whole number of electors appointed ; and 
if no person have a majority, then from the 
two highest numbers on the list the Senate 
shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum 
for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority 
of the whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. But no person constitutionally in- 
eligible to the office of President shall be eli- 
gible to that of Vice-President of the United 
States. 



f «vt cf liC^nl 



PAELIAMENTARY PBACTICE. 

What is a deliberative assembly ? 

A deliberative assembly is an organized 
meeting of persons, associated to examine the 
reasons for and against measures submitted 
for theii* decision. 

What is an organized meeting ? 

An organized meeting is an assemblage of 
persons gathered for deliberation, having its 
proper officers, which are its instruments or 
means of action. 

What are the necessary officers for a deliberative 
assembly ? 

A presiding officer, and a secretary or 
clerk ; but others may be appointed, according 
to the nature of the organization. 

What is the proper mode of organizing a meeting ? 
The proper mode is for some person to arise, 

(146) 
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and, after gaining the attention of the assem- 
bly, to suggest the propriety of appointing a 
presiding officer, and calls upon the house to 
nominate some one. A nomination being 
made and seconded, he repeats the question, 
and says, " Those in favor of the motion will 
please say Aye.'' After a pause, he adds, 
" Those opposed to the motion will say No." 
If the question is carried in the negative, an- 
other nomination is made as before ; but if it 
is carried in the affirmative, the person stat- 
ing the fact to house calls upon the person 
elect to assume the proper place. The presi- 
dent then takes the chair, and continues the 
organization by requesting a nomination for 
the office of secretary, and such other officers 
as may be deemed necessary. 

When, and why, is it better to organize tempora- 
rily ? 

It is better to organize temporarily when 
the organization is to be permanent, and be- 
cause a judicious selection of officers is im- 
portant. 

In what way do meetings, temporarily organized, 
proceed to a permanent organization ? 
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It is better to entrust the nomination of per- 
manent ofl&cers to a few persons, called a com- 
mittee. 

What is the duty of this committee f 

To retire from the room, and examine the 
claims of the several persons suitabre to hold 
the several offices, and report the same to the 
house. 

What are the general duties of president ? 

To preside over the deliberations of the 
assembly ; to enforce the rules of order, and 
the order of business ; to maintain due deco- 
rum among the members ; to give informa- 
tion, when necessaiy, on points of order ; to 
decide upon questions of parliamentary prac- 
tice ; to receive and announce all messages 
for the Jious?. ; to submit properly all suita- 
ble motions, petitions, or propositions made 
by members ; to see that each member has 
his rights ; to appoint persons to serve on 
committees when the house require it ; and 
to see that committees, officers, and members 
perform the duties incumbent on them by 
the constitution. 



I 
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What is the duty of a vice-president ? 
He performs the duties of the president in 
his absence. 

What are the duties of the recording secretary f 
To record faithfully the doings of the 
house ; to read aloud all such papers as the 
house may order read ; to call the roll when 
the vote is taken by yeas and nays, and re- 
cord the answer of each member ; to notify 
committees of their appointment, and the 
matter committed to them ; and to take in 
charge all documents belonging to the house, 

What is the duty of a corresponding secretary ? 

To conduct, under the direction of the 
house, all correspondence with another house, 
or with individuals. 

What is the duty of the treasurer ? 

To receive all moneys belonging to the 
house, and pay out the same at their order, 
and report the condition of the finances 
whenever required. 

How are the proceedings of a deliberative body 
usually conducted ? 

In accordance with certain rules, called 
rules of order. 



150 THE TOUNG aXIZEH'S CATECHISM. 

What is the use of rules of order ? 
To obtain a free expression of opinion, and 
a fair decision of the questions discussed. 

Are the rules of order the same in all deliberative 
bodies ? 

In essentials they are nearly the same, but 

they often differ on minor points. 

From whence arose the rules of order in most of 
our minor deliberative bodies ? 

Those within the states are formed from 
the rules of order in the state legislature 
from which they sprung; these in turn 
sprung from the rules of order of congress ; 
and these again in turn spixing from the par- 
liament of Great Britain. 

What is the essence of these rules called ? 
The common code of parliamentary law. 

Is it conmion to adopt rules other than those em- 
braced in the common code ? 

It is not unusual. 

In what form are the acts of a deliberative body 
expressed ? 

Its decisions are usually embodied in for- 
mal declarations, called resolutions. 
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What is a motion ? 

A formal proposition offered by some one 
in a deliberative body, for the purpose of ob- 
taining the sense of the meeting. 

la what way are decisions commonly made in a de- 
liberative body ? 

By ballot, by open vote, or by taking the 
yeas and nays-. . 

What is the form observed in submitting a ques- 
tion 1 

The presiding officer asks, " Is the assembly 
ready for the question ?" K no one offers to 
say any thing, or after all are done speak- 
ing, he says, " As many of you as favor the 
adoption of the resolution vrill signify it by 
saying Aye;'' after pausing, he says, "Those 
of the contrary opinion will say No." The 
answer being given, the presiding officer says, 
" The ayes have it," or "The noes have it," 
as he shall judge are in the majority. 

What is to be done if the chair ig unable to decide 
which has it ? . 

He may, on a call of a member, divide the 
house, by causing the ayes to go to one side 
of the room, and the noes to take the oppo- 
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site side; or, he may ask the ayes to raise the 
right hand, and, after they are counted, re- 
qaest the noes to do the same. 

Who count in case of a diviaon of the house ? 

The president ; or he may appoint persons 
called tellers, who report the result to the 
house. 

Who decides, if the hoose is equally divided? 
The president. 

What is a ballot ? 

Primarily it signifies a little ball, and to 
vote by ballot properly is to cast a ball col- 
ored or marked in such a way as to indicate 
the choice intended ; but convenience has sub- 
stituted tickets. 

What is a vote? 

The literal meaning is a vow, wish, or will ; 
practically it is the method used for express- 
ing choice. 

What is the usual form of taking the yeas and 
nays? 

The president* states the question under 

• The presiding officer, as referred to in this work, will be 
"^ president 
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consideiation, and says, " As many as are in 
favor of the resolution will, as their names 
are called, answer Yes, and as many as are 
opposed to it will answer No." The roll is 
then called by the secretary, and as each 
member answers Yes, or No, it is marked op- 
posite his nama 

How many votes, in any case, are necessary to decide 
a question ? 

A majority, unless a special rule to the 
contrary is made. 

What is meant by majority and plurality ? 

Majority signifies more than half ; plurality 
means a greater number, as a person may 
have a greater number of votes than any 
other one, yet not have a majority. 

What is a quorum ? 

It is such a number as shall by rule of the 
house be required to be present in order to 
render the transactions of the house valid. 

When does a proposition become a question ? 

When, after due deliberation, it comes to be 
put to vote upon its acceptance or rgectic 

7* 
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When is a proposition duly before the house ? 

After it has been moved and seconded, and 
stated by the presiding officer. 

What are the rights of members based upon ? 
On the principle of equality among them- 
selves. 

What are the duties of private members ? 
To observe strictly the rules of order, and 
the decorum proper to gentlemen. 

What is the first step, after the organization of a 
meeting ? 

It is for the president to announce that the 
meeting has been properly organized, and is 
ready for the transaction of business. 

How is business eonmienced, after an organization ? 
. , The president either states the object of 
the meeting, or caUs on some member to dc 
so. 

What next is in order ? 

A committee may be appointed, who im* 
mediately retire for the purpose of consid- 
ering the object of the meeting, and report 
their views to the house ; or the matter may 
be embodied, in a motion, and discussed and 
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decided, or referred to a committee for fur- 
ther consideration. 

What is a committee ? 

It is one or more individuals set apart by 
the order of the house, to whom are entrusted 
certain matters. 

What is the object of a committee? 

It is to provide for a more thorough ex- 
amination of the subject than can be had in 
the whole house. 

May a part of a subject be referred to a committee ? 
It may. 

What is the presiding officer of a committee called ? 
Chairman. 

Who is appointed as chairman in a committee ? 

The first named in the appointment, — and he 
should be appointed who moves the appoint- 
ment of a committee ; but the committee may 
elect their own chairman afterward. 

How are a committee to act after appointment ? , 

They are to act as an agent for the house, 
and work under its instructions. 
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SECTION 1. 

PB0MIB80BY NOTES AND BILLS OF EXGHANGB. 

What is a promissory note ? 

A written promise to pay money. 

Must it be in writing ? 
It must. 

May it be in pencil marks ? 
Yes, if legible. 

Is it necessary that any particular form should be 
used ? 

It is not ; any words which import an ab- 
solute engagement to pay are sufficient, as 
the ordinary due bill, in these words : 

" Due S, or bearer, ten dollars, value re- 
ceived." 

"Dae A B ten dollars, payable on de- 
mand." 

" Due B ten dollars on settlement." 
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These forms, properly signed and dated, are 
collectable. 

An instrument in these words: — "Bor- 
rowed of J. S. Piatt fifty dollars, which 
I promise never to pay" — ^was held a good 
note, the word " never" to be rejected as sur- 
plusage. 

What is an essential quality of both promissory 
notes and bills of exchange ? 

That they be payable in money. 

If they are payable in goods, or any thing but 
money, what are they held to be ? 

Mere contracts, binding on the maker, but 
not negotiable as promissory notes or bills. 

What is the meaning of the word negotiable? 
That which may be transferred from one 
person to another. 

What form of a note is negotiable by delivery ? 
When made payable to bearer. 

Give an example. 
$20. 

Thirty days after date I promise to pay to > 
George Reed, or bearer, twenty dollars, value 
received. A B, 

Mai'cellus, July 2cl, 1860. 
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When will the ilboye form of rote commence draw- 
ing interest ? 

Not until due. 

If the note reads ** with interest," when does in- 
terest accrue ? 

From date. 

If instead of '* bearer" the word " order" should be 
written in the preceding form, how could the note be 
made negotiable ? 

By the indorsement of the payee. 

Who is the payee ? 

The person to whom the note is made pay- 
able, ^s George Beed in the foregoing form. 

By indorsing the note, what does George Reed 
become ? 

The indorser; and the one to whom the 

note is indorsed, the indorsee. 



How is the indorsement made ? 
By writing the name across the > 
middle of the back thus 



Abel Gray. 



Give the form of a note not negotiable. 

$50. 

Three months after date I promise to pay 
to B. F. Moses, fifty dollars, value received. 

Marcellus, July 2d, 1860. A B. 
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Give the form of one on demand. 
$50. 

On demand I promise to pay Thomas 
Decoudres, or bearer, (or order,) fifty dollars, 
value received. A B. 

Marcellus, July 22d, 1860. 

In the last form, when does interest commence ac- 
cruing? 

As soon as a demand is made. 

Is the above form of note collectable without a de- 
mand? 

It is not. 

Give the form of a note payable at a bank. 
$500. 

Sixty days after date, for value received, 
I promise to pay Gay P. Barber, or order, five 
hundred dollars at the Syracuse City Bank. 

' Marcellus, July 33d, 1860. A B. 

When this note is presented to the bank, what is 
necessary ? 

An indorsement by the payee. 

Give the form of a chattel note or note payable in 
specific articles. ^ 

$10. 

One year after date, for value received. 
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promise to pay- Thomas Walker, or bearel*, 
(or order,) ten dollars in shoe-pegs, at current 
price. A B. 

Marcellus, July 25th, 1860. 

In the last form, if A B fail to perform the contract 
on his part, what can Walker do ? 

He must demand the pegs at the time and 

place agreed on, and then bring his action for 

their value in money. 

Give the form of a note with surety. 
$50. 

One year from date I promise to pay E, 
Dorchester, or bearer, (or order,) fifty dollars, 
for value received, with interest. 
Marcellus, July 26th, 1860. A B. 

C D, Surety. 

How may the surety be discharged ? 

By calling upon the creditor to bring an 
action upon the debt after it is payable ; and 
if he declines to do it and the principal be- 
comes insolvent, the surety will be discharged. 
But to relieve the surety, it must appear that 
he requested the creditor to proceed against 
the principal at a time when he was solvent 
and within the jurisdiction of the State, and^ 
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that the creditor, without reasonable excuse, 
neglected so to do, until the principal became 
insolvent and unable to pay. 

What is a joint note ? 

A joint note is one given by two or more 
persons jointly, and should read *' we jointly 
promise to pay," &c., as in other notes. 

What is a joint and several note ? • 

It is a note made by two or more persons 
jointly and severally, and should read thus, 
"We jointly and severally promise to pay 
Wm. J. Machan, or order, (or bearer,)" &c., 
as in other notes. 

How do the last two forms differ ? 

In this : In an action on a joint note all the 
makers must be made parties : but in the case 
of joint and several notes the holder may sue 
one of the makers and collect a part of his 
debt against him without discharging the 
others ; and the giving time to one, or agree- 
ing not to bring an action against him, will 
not bar an action against the others ; or, all 
may be made parties to the same action. / 

If a note read " I promise to pay," <fec., and 
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cdgned hj two or more persons, what kind of a note 
is it? 

It is a joint and several note. 

How is a note to be guaranteed ? 

By wilting across the back " For value re- 
ceived I hereby guarantee the payment (or 
collection) of the within note," and signing 
and dating. 

What is the difference in the guarantee of pay- 
ment and guarantee of collection of a note ? 

K the payment only be guaranteed, the 
holder of the note may look to the guarantor, 
after a refusal by the maker to pay, without 
brin^g an action; but if the collection be 
guaranteed, the holder must sue and fSail to 
collect before the guarantor is liable. 

What is a guarantor ? 

One who engages to see that the stipula- 
tions of another are performed. 

How does a guarantor differ from a surety ? 

A guarantor can not be sued untU a failure 
on the part of the principal, while a surety 
may be sued with the principal. 

^ What are days of grace ? 



I 
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The time allowed after the time limited for 
the payment of a note — ^three days. 

Where days are allowed, when must the bill or note 
be paid ? 

On the last day of grace, and neither the 

acceptor nor maker can be sued upon it until 

the day after. 

In order to charge the drawer of a bill or the en- 
dorser of a note, when should a presentation and 
demand be made ? 

Upon the last day of grace ; and if made 

upon any other day, it is a nullity. 

How is it when the last day of grace falls upon 
Sunday, the fourth day of July, the twenty-fifth day 
of December, the first day of January, or Thanksgiv- 
ing day ? 

In such cases the day previous is the last 
day of grace. 

When is there but one day of grace P 
Where Sunday and another of these days 
succeed each other. 

Suppose a note is made payable on the first day of 
June, when is it due ? 

On the fourth. / 
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Sappose it is made payable on the first of July, when 
is it due ? 

On the third. 

Suppose the third oocors on Sunday, when is it 
due? 

On the second. 

K a note or bill dated on the twenty-eighth, twen- 
ty-ninth, thirtieth, or thirty-first of January is made 
payable in one month after date, when does the month 
expire ? 

On the twenty-eighth of February, except 
leap years, when it is on the twenty-ninth ; 
in either case the days of grace must be add- 
ed before it becomes due. 

If a bill or note be made payable at a certain 
place, what is necessary in order to charge the draw* 
er and endorsers ? 

It must be presented at that place and de- 
mand of payment made on the last day of 
grace ; and if not paid, notice of presentment, 
demand of payment, and non-payment must 
be given them on the same day, or the next 
day : this is called notice of protest. 

% form of a notice of protest. 
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To Mr. James Jackson : The note made 
by Kichard Koe, (or the bill drawn by James 
Doe on Richard Roe,) dated May Ist, 186Q, 
and payable to the order of John Doe, ten 
days after date, and by you endorsed, has 
this day been presented to the maker, (or 
if a bill, to the acceptor,) and payment there- 
of demanded ; but it was and is unpaid, and is 
dishonored : I am the holder thereof, and look 
to you for its payment. 
. Dated May 13th, 1860. 

Yours, &c., 

John Stiles. 

By whom is this notice usually served ? 
By a notary public, but may be by any 
one. 

If the maker or aeceptbr, at the time the hill or note 
was made, resided in the state, hut afterward removed 
to a foreign country, of whom is demand, Ac, made ? 

At his last place of residence within the 
state ; but if he removes to another place 
within the state, it^must be made there. 

How if the maker or acceptor ahscond, and have 
no fixed place of residence ? 

No presentment or demand is necessaiy „ "^' 
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How is it in case of partners when one of them 
have died ? 

Make the presentment and demand of the 
survivor, at his usual place of business. 

How if the acceptor or maker die before the ma- 
turity of the bill or note ? 

Make the presentment and demand of his 
executors or administrators, if there be any ; 
if there be none, then at the house of the 
deceased. 

Where a bill or note is made payable at a bank 
which is accustomed to close at a certain hour in the 
day, how is the holder bound ? 

To be acquainted vrith its usages, and pre- 
sent the instrument for payment during its 
business hours. 

How 13 it with an agent who has received a bill or 
note for collection ? 

He is considered the real holder, for the 
purpose of receiving and transmitting notice 
of dishonor. 

Where two or more payees indorse their individual 
names, what is necessary to charge either ? 

To give all notice, unless they are partners. 
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How should the notice be served ? 

Personally ; or left at his residence or place 
of business if the party to be notified reside 
in the city or town where the note or bill is 
payable. 

How when parties redde in a different town or 
dty? 

By mail. 

What is a bill of exchange ? 

It is an open letter from one person styled 
the drawer, to another styled tfie drawee, re- 
questing him to pay a certain sum to a third 
person styled the payee, upon the drawer's 
account, at sight or at some specified time. 

In common language, what is it called ? 

An order or draft for the payment of 
money. 

What is the usual form? 

At sight (or " at three days from sight," or 
"ten days from date") pay James Jackson 
(or "to the order of James Jackson," "or 
bearer") fifty dollars, at the Syracuse ' City 
Bank, for value received. 
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What is a foreign bill ? 

A bill drawn by a person living in one 
state on one of another state or foreign 
country. 

What is an inland bill ? 

One drawn payable within the state where 
it is drawn. 

What is a check? 

A check is a bill of exchange, payable to 
bearer, and on demand, and is governed by 
the same rules. 

Give the usual form. 
Mr. E. CoBNiNO CowLEs : 

Pay Newton G. Case, or bearer, fifty 
dollars. Henry J. Howe. 

What is customary in dealing with foreign bills ? 

To draw three bills, all for the same amount 
and number; and but one is paid, and that 
the first received, the object of drawing three 
biUs being to provide against loss or other ^ 
casualty. 

A SET OF FOEEIGN BILLS. 

No. 139, Ex. £250. New York, July 2, 1860. 
'^hirty days after sight of this my first of 
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exchange, (second and third unpaid,) pay to 
Messrs. G. W. & Co., or order, two hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling, value received, and 
charge the same to account of A B. 

To Messrs. T. W. & Co., London. 

No. 139, Ex. £250. NewYork, July2, 1860. 
Thirty days after sight of this nay second 
of exchange, (first and third unpaid,) pay to 
Messrs; G. W. & Co., or order, two hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling, value received, and 
charge the same to account of A B. 

To Messrs. T. W. & Co., London. 

No. 139, Ex. £250. New York, July 2, 1860, 
Thirty days after sight of this my third of 
exchange, (first and second unpaid,) pay to 
Messrs. G. W. & Co., or order, two hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling, value received, and 
charge the same to account of A B. 

ToMessrs. T. W & Co., London. 
8 
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SEOTIONIi. 

DEEDS. 

How is real estate conveyed ? 

In writing, and usually by deed. 

What is a deed, as applied to conveyancing ? 

An instrument in venting, upon paper or 
parchment, between parties able to contract, 
and duly sealed and delivered. 

What are the different styles of deeds called ? 
Quit-claim, common warranty, and war- 
ranty full covenant. 

How do these forms differ ? 

The guarantor by quit-claim simply con- 
veys his interest in the premises, without any 
warranty ; whereas in the common warranty 
he covenants to warrant and defend ; and in 
ftill covenant the guarantor covenants that 
he is well seized. 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE USUAL FOBM OF QUIT- 
CLAIM. 

This Iin):^NTURE, made this day 



DEEDS. 171 

of , in the year of our Lord one thou- 

sand eight hundred and sixty , between 

of the first 
part and 
of the second part,— 

WITNESSETH, That the said party of the first 
part, in consideration of the sum of 
to in hand paid by the said party of 

the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby 
confessed and acknowledged, ha bargained, 
sold, remised, and quit-claimed ; and by these 
presents do bargain, sell, remise, and 

quit-claim unto the said party of the second 
part and to heirs 

and assigns forever, all (Here describe the 
premises), together with all and singular the 
hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the 
reversion and reversions, remainder and re- 
mainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof, 
and all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, 
and demand whatsoever, of the said party of 
the first part, either in law or equity, of, in, 
and to the above-bargained premises, with 
the said hereditaments and appurtenances; 
to have and to hold the said to 
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the said party of the second part, 

heirs and assigns, to the sole and only proper 

benefit and behoof of the said party of the 

second part, heirs and assigns 

forever. 

In witness whereof tne part of the first 
part ha hereunto set hand and seal , 
the day and year first above written. 

John North, [l. s.] 
Sealed and delivered in ) 
presence of ) 

What else is necessary in the execution of any 
deed? 

There should be an acknowledgment, usually 
in the following form : 

State of New York, | 

County. ]^' 

On this day of , in the year 

one thousand eight hundred and , be- 

fore me, the subscriber, personally appeared 

, to me known to be 
the same person described in and who ex- 
ecuted the within instiniment, and acknowl- 
edged that executed the same. 

J. S. Baker, J. P. 
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When is the foregoing acknowledgment sufficient ? 
In case of a single person. 

Suppose the execution is made by husband and 
wife? 

It is necessary that husband and wife join 
in the acknowledgment, usually in the fol- 
lowing form : 

State of New York, ) 

County, p®- 
On this day of , in the year 

one thousand eight hundred and , be- 

fore me, the subscriber, personally appeared 

, to me known 
to be the same persons described in and who 
executed the within instrument, who severally 
acknowledged that they executed the same ; 
and the said , on a private 

examination by me, apart fi'om her said hus- 
band, acknowledged that she executed the 
same freely, and without any fear or compul- 
sion of her said husband. 

J, S. Baker, J. P. 

What is the form of a warranty deed ? 
This Indejsttube, made this day of 

, in tjie year of our Lord one thousand 



174 THB YOUNG CITIZEN'S CATECmSM. 

eight hundred and , between 

of the first part, and 
of the second 
Ijart,- 

WITNESSETH, That the said party of the 
first part, in consideration of the sum of 

to duly paid, 

ha sold, and by these presents do 
grant and convey to the said party of the 
second part, heirs and assigns, 

all that tract or parcel of lands situate in the 
of , (Here describe 

the premises), with the appurtenances, and all 
the estate, title, and interest therein, of the 
said party of the first pai-t. And the said 

do hereby 
covenant and agree to and with the said 
party of the second part, heirs and 

assigns, that the premises thus conveyed in 
the quiet and peaceable possession of the said 
party of the second part, heirs 

and assigns, will forever warrant 

and defend against any person whomsoever, 
lawfully claiming the same, or any part 
thereof 

In witness whereof, the part of the first 
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part ha hereunto set hand and 

seal , the day and yeai' first above written. 

F. A. Ltmajst. [l. 8.] 

Sealed and delivered in 
presence of 



} 



Give the form for a warranty deed, full coveoant. 

This Indenture, made this day of 

, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred aiid , between 

of the first part and 
of the second part— 

WITNESSETH, That the said party of the 
first part, in consideration of the sum of 
, to duly paid, 

ha sold, and by these presents do grant 
and convey to the said party of the second 
part, * heirs and assigns, all that tract 
or parcel of land situate in the of 

(Here describe the premises), with the 
appurtenances, and all the estate, title, and 
interest therein of the said party of the first 
part. And the said do 

hereby covenant and agree to and with the 
said party of the second part, 
heirs and assigns, tlrat at the time of the en* 
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sealing and delivery of these presents, , 

the lawful owner, and well-seized of 

the premises above conveyed, free and clear 
from all incumbrance , 

and that the premises thus conveyed in the 
quiet and peaceable possession of the said 
party of the second part, heirs and 

assigns, will forever warrant and 

defend against any person whomsoever, law- 
fully claiming the same or ai\y part thereof 

In witness whereof, the part of the first 
part ha hereunto set hand and seal , 
the day and year first above written. 

Isaac IBbadlet, [l. s.] 

Sealed and delivered in ) 
presence of - j 

Is any thing more necessary in the lasl^two given 
forms ? 

They should be acknowledged, as in the first 
form; and all deeds and most gages should be 
recorded in the Clerk's Office of the County 
in which the premises are situated. 
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SECTION III. 

MOBTUAGES, 

What is a mortgage ? 

A dead pledge — a conditional deed, whicli 
becomes invalid upon the payment of the sum 
secured by it. 

Must it be signed, sealed, acknowledged, and de- 
livered ? 

It must, the same as a deed. 

Should it be recorded ? 
Yes. 

What is the usual form ? 
As follows : 

This Indentube, made this day of 

, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and , between 

of the first part, and 

of the second part, — 

WITNESSETH, That the said party of the 

first part, in consideratioa of the sum of 

dollars 
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has sold, and by these presents do grant 

and convey to the said party of the second 
part, heirs and assigns, all that tract or 

parcel of land situate in the of 

(Here describe the premises.) 
This grant is intended as a security for the 
payment of the sum of 

, according to the 
condition of a bond this day executed and 
delivered by the said 

to the said party of the second 
part, and this conveyance shall be void if 
such payment be made as herein specified. 
And in case default shall be made in the 
payment of the principal sum hereby intended 
to be secured, or in the payment of the in- 
terest thereof, or any part of such principal 
or .interest as above provided, it shall be 
lawful for the party of the second part, 
executors, administrators, or as- 
signs, at any time thereafter, to sell the prem- 
ises ^hereby granted, or any part thereof, in 
the manner prescribed by law, and out 
of all the money arising from such sale, to 
retain the amount then due for principal and 
interest, together with the costs and charges 
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of making such sale, and the overplus, if any 
there be, shall be paid by the party making 
such sale cm demand to the said 
heirs and assigns. 
In witness whereof, the party of the first 
part has hereunto set hand and seal 

the day and year first above written. 

S. D. Gilbert, [l. s.] 

May a mortgage be assigned ? 

Yes. 

How? 

By writing, and may be, on the mortgage 
or separate paper. When indorsed on the 
mortgage, the following is the usual form : 

In consideration of dollars to 

paid by C. D., of , I do here- 

by sell, assign, transfer and set over unto 
the said C. D., the within Indenture of 
mortgage, together with the bond accompany- 
ing the same, for his use and benefit, hereby 
authorizing him to collect and enforce pay- 
ment thereof in my name or otherwise, but at 
his own eosts and charges. 

Should the assignment be under seal ? 
Yes, and acknowledged and recorded. 
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Where recorded ? 

In the office of the clerk of the county 
where the premises are situated, same as the 
deed and mortgage. 

How may a mortgage be satisfied ? 
By a writing showing that the obligation 
has been redeemed. 

What is the usual form ? 

A mortgage bearing date the day of 

, eighteen hundred and , 

executed by , recorded in the 

clerk's office of the county of 

in book of 

mortgages, page on the day of 

, and the bond accompany- 
ing said mortgage, are redeemed and satisfied. 
Dated the day of , 186 . 

What should be attached to the satisfaction of a 
mortgage 1 

An acknowledgment. 

Give the common form ? 
County, ss : 
Acknowledged before me this day 

of , in the year 186 , by 
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personally known to me to be 
the person described in, and who severally 
executed the above instrument. 

Thomas Walker, J. P. 

What is a bond ? 

A bond accompanying a mortgage is a 
written agreement to forfeit a certain sum in 
case of a failure to perform the conditions of 
the bond. 

Give the common form. 

Know all men by these presents : That I, 
A. B., of the town of , in the 

county of and state of New 

York, am held and firmly bound unto C. D., of 
<fec., in the sum of one thousand dollara, 
lawful money of the United States, to be paid 
to the said C. D., his executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns; for which payment, well and 
truly to be made, I bind myself, my heirs, 
executors, and administrators, severally and 
firmly, by these presents. 

Sealed with my seal. Dated the 
day of , one thousand eight 

hundred and . The condition of the 
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above obligation is such, that if the above 
bounden A. B., his heirs, executors, or ad- 
ministrators, shall well and truly pay or cause 
to be paid unto the above named C. D., his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, the just 
and full sum of five hundred dollars, in five 
equal annual payments, from the date hereof 
with annual interest, then the above obliga- 
tion to be void ; otherwise to remain in ftill 
force and virtue. 

Sealed and delivered \ A. B. [l. s.] 
in presence 



delivered \ 
ofG. H. I 



SECTION IV. 

WILLS. 

What is a will, in law? 

A will, when it operates upon personal 
property, is sometimes called a testament; 
and when upon. real estate, a devise; but the 
more general name is, last will and testament, 
«md embraces both. 
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Who are capable of making wills of personal prop- 
erty? 

Eveiy male person of the age of eighteen 
years and upwards, and every female of the 
age of sixteen years or upwards, of gound 
mind and memory, and no others, may give 
and bequeath his or her personal estate in 
writing. 

Is an unwritten will bequeathing personal property 
valid? 

No, unless made by a soldier while in ac- 
tual military service, or by a mariner while 
at sea. 

Who may devise real estate ? 
All persons except idiots, persons of un- 
sound mind, and infants. 

May married women devise real or personal prop- 
erty ? 

Yes, both, if belonging to them in their 

own right, and not conveyed, given, granted, 

• or devised to them by their husbands. 

How must every last will and testament of real and 
personal property, or both, be executed and attested ? 

It must be subscribed by the testator at 
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the end of the will ; such subscription must 
be made by the testator, in the presence of 
each of the attesting witnesses, or acknowl- 
edged by him to have been so made to each 
of the attesting witnesses ; the testator must, 
at the time of making such subscription or 
acknowledgment, declare the instrument so 
subscribed to be his last will and testament ; 
there must be at least two attesting wit- 
nesses, each of whom must sign his name as 
a witness at the end of the will, at the re- 
quest of the testator, and each must write 
opposite his name his place of residence ; and 
whoever writes the name of any testator to 
any will by his direction must write his own 
name as a witness to the will ; and any per- 
son neglecting to comply with the above pro- 
visions will be liable to a forfeiture of fifty 
dollars. 

Will fraud vitiate a will ? 
Yes. 

What effect will a subsequent marriage and birth 
of a child have upon the will ? 

It will operate as a revocation if there bo 
no provision made for the wife and child. 
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How is it with the will of an unmarried woman if 
she subsequently marries ? 

Her will is revoked. 

How may a will be revoked or altered 1 
A will is revoked by a subsequent will, or 
destruction of the will by the testator or by 
his direction, and must be proved by at least 
two witnesses ; and the will may be altered 
by an addition, or supplement, in writing, 
and is commonly known as a codicil. 
The following^ is the usual form of a will : 

In the name of God, Amen. 

I being of sound 

mind and memory, and considering the un- 
certainty of this frail and transitory life, do 
therefore make, ordain, publish, and declare 
this to be my last will and testament : That 
is to say, First, after all my lawful debts are 
paid and discharged, I give and bequeath 



Likewise I make, constitute, and appoint , 
to be executor of this my last will and test?"* 
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ment, hereby revoking all former wills by 
me made. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub- 
scribed my name and afl&xed my seal, the 
day of , in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

The above written instrument was sub- 
scribed by the said in 
our presence, and acknowledged by 
to each of us : and at the same time 
declared the above instrument so subscribed 
to be last will and testament ; and we, 
at request, have signed our names as 
witnesses hereto, and written opposite our 
names our respective places of residence. 

A B. [l. s.] 

John R. Tuttle, residing in Otisco, Onon- 
daga Co., K Y. 

B. J. C. Howe, residing in Vesper, Onon- 
daga Co., N. Y. 

A codicil may be in the following form : 
Whereas, I, A B, of , have 

made my last will and testament in writing, 
bearing date the day of 

in and by which I have given and bequeathed, 
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Ac. (Here set forth the bequest which the 
testator desires to change.) Now, there- 
fore, I do by this my writing, which I hereby 
declare to be a codicil to my said last will 
and testament, and to be taken as a part 
thereof, order and declare that my will is, 
that only the sum of 

be paid to my daughter-in-law S B, in full 
of the said legacy given and bequeathed to 
her, and that the remainder of said legacy be 
given and paid to my nephew E E. And, 
lastly, it is my desire that this codicU be an- 
nexed to and made a part of my last will 
and testament, as aforesaid, to all intents and 
purposes. In witness, &c. (as in the will, 
except that the attestation will read " as and 
for a codicil to his last will," &c.) 
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. Interest on one Dollar. 



D»y«. 


T per cent. 


6 per cent. 


1 


.00019 


.00016 


2 


.00039 


.00033 


8 


.00058 


.00050 


4 


.00078 


.00066 


6 


.00097 


.00083 


6 


.00117 


.00100 


7 


.00136 


.00116 


8 


.00156 


.00133 


9 


.00175 


.00150 


10 


.00194 


.00166 


11 


.00214 


.00183 


12 


.00233 


.00200 


13 


.00253 


.00216 


14 


.00272 


.00233 


15 


.00292 


.00250 


16 


.00311 


.00266 


17 


.00331 


.00283 


18, 


.00350 


.00300 


19 


.00369 


.00316 


20 


.00389 


.00333 


21 


.00408 


.00350 


22 


.00428 


.00366 


23 


.00447 


.00383 


24 


.00467 


.00400 


25 


.00486 


.00416 


26 


.00506 


.00433 


27 


.00525 


.00450 


28 


.00544 


.00466 


29 


.00564 


.00483 


30 


.00583 


.00500 



Hontlu. 


7 per cent. 


1 


.00683 


2 


.01167 


8 


.01750 


4 


.02333 


6 


.02917 


6 


.03500 


7 


.04083 


8 


.04667 


9 


.05250 


10 


.05833 


11 


.0641 'y 


12 


.07000 



Months. 


6 per cent. 


1 


.005 


2 


.010 


3 


.016 


4 


.020 


5 


.026 


6 


.030 


7 


.035 


8 


.040 


9 


.045 


10 


.050 


11 


.055 


12 


,060 
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Diacotmt on one Dollar at Seven per cent. 



Days. 




1 


.000191 


2 


.000382 


8 


.000574 


4 


.000766 


6 


.000967 


6 


.001148 


7 


.001830 


8 


.001581 


9 


.001722 


10 


.001913 


11 


.002104 


12 


.002295 


13 


.002486 


14 


.002677 


15 


.002867 


16 


.003058 


17 


.003249 


18 


.008487 


19 


.003680 


20 


.003873 


21 


,004066 


22 


.004259 


23 


.004461 


24 


.004644 


25 


.004837 


26 


.005029 


27 


.005222 


28 


.005414 


29 


.005606 


30 


.005800 



MoDths. 


.005800 


1 


2 


.011531 


3 


.017198 


4 


.022800 


5 


.028339 


6 


.033815 


7 


.039230 


8 


.044585 


9 


.049880 


10 


.055117 


11 


.060297 


12 


.065420 



VN^ 
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